Mr. Arafat said that 20,000 <|av. Thousands of people are 
people lay dead or wounded in under the debris. Bodies have 
the city. His message ended: rotted. Thousands of houses 
M God is my witness, a mas- have jeen destroyed. Hundreds 
sacre has been committed. God of thousands of people are 

is my witness, I have told you homeless. Our dead are seat- 
about it” " tered in the streets. Hunger and 

~ Mr. Ararat also said: "Am thirst are killing our remaining 
man is burning for the sixth children, women and old men.” 
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Aiten 3 yean s in the. move.me.nt, LNS hi * 

* attempting to evolve, a. new stnuctune . Eon. ai ^ 
, to be able to do that, we one going to change * 
i oujl publishing schedule ion the time being to 

. once a week. Me hope to pnovide you with about 

* as much copy and gnaphics as we one now with £ 
the two packets , Me will mail the packet late 

* Mednes day -night- eanly ThuMday manning. * 

MATCH IN THE NEXT BILLING LETTER FOR A £ 
l MORE VET AILED REPORT oi why we ieel LNS has * 
, to change and in what ways we one tnying to £ 
| nestnuatune ouns elves . Me one sonny ion any * 
. inconvenience this peniod will cause you but £ 

* toe hope it'll be wonth it in the end . * 

£ Keep on tnucking! £ 

g the LNS collective & 
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The Graphics Dept, has made a political de- 
cision to eliminate individual credits on our pictures. 

You will notice that many of the pictures in this packet 
are credited to the Women's Graphics Collective/ 

LNS. We think it is important that people realize 
that women are doing photography and we ask you to use 
this credit 1 i ne i n your papers for that reason. LNS pictures 
taken by men on the staff will simply be credited to LNS. 

We will have more on this and other matters in the next 
packet's RMBB. We welcome your ideas on this new policy. 
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PEKING IN AUTUMN: A BEAUTIFUL TRIP 


by Han Suyin 

(Editor' 8 note; How- this story got into the 
New York Times * we’ VI never know . Most Times - 
stories about China are very snide * meagre on i 
facts* and deliberately blind to the real revolu- 
tionary life of the Chinese people. The man who 
writes them hides behind a desk in Bong Kong and 
fancies himself a sophisticated observer of the 
Chinese scene. 

This story comes from Han Suyin * a woman who 
is known to many Americans as a novelist . Unlike 
the Times' s usual correspondents * she is actually 
in Peking and has visited the people in schools’* 
factories* communes* shops* and streets of a num- 
ber of Chinese cities. For many years she has 
chosen to live outside China, Ifrws clear 'from', 
this report bhoher sixteenth visit ' that sine may : : ui ■ 
never want to leave China again,) 

PEKING (LNS) -- By early September the weather 
in Peking has cooled from the "tiger heat days"* 
already everywhere there is cleaning and painting; 
the little hutungs are swept clean; every hand 
seems busy; whether it is grandmothers who run 
bicycle stands and public telephones* or vegetable 
sellers with their carts 0 

The shops are full of shoppers from all parts 
of the country. This is the 'time for young students 
to return home to visit their piarents. It is also the’ 
time at which the cadres who are in the new May 7 
cadre schools in the countryside visit their fam- 
ilies. s ' ' 

There is an effervescence about Peking which 
is very stimulating; the cultural revolution has 
been a success; but what to someone like me (on my 
sixteenth visit) is most striking is the new sense 
of freedom, a real grassroots democratic spirit 
which is evident everywhere 

The implementation of "let the masses speak, 
arouse the masses, listen to their opinions"; the 
fact that I have personally seen how this new demo-; 
cracy works in a new outspokenness may account for 
a good deal: of this exhilaration, hut it is also 

the heightened efficiency 


7 


and factories to choose, by debate and by election, 
the lucky youngsters who would go to university. 
They were chosen by their ’/three revolutionary" 
assets, that is, their politics (which is ^trans- 
lated as behavior, intelligence, leadership quali- 
ties, ability to stimulate, to energize and to 
initiate, and not by mere recitation of quota- 
tions), by their production, which is their hard 
work and assiduity, and by their "technical inno- 
vation." 

The bunch I saw certainly seemed extremely 
alert; and highly conscious and eager to learn. 
Quite different from the apathy and lack of 
interest in studies one often finds in other 
Asian universities. 

The kind and quality of meetings one now 
gets into is altogether different; they are much 
more closely linked to the concrete problems dis- 
cussed. I remember a small factory in a commune 
where electronic machinery was being, made by 
women, and where every step of how this small 
factory grew up was related. Some criticism we 
made was accepted not only with good temper, but 
with touching gratitude; one was very far from 
the bureaucratic "tin god" touch of previous 
.visits. 

But it is quite certain that the touchstone 
for this tremendous energy and vitality is /tne 
little Red Book”; the scientific thinking, 
analysis from cause to effect, sober assess- 
ment, and recommendations to "see reality" 
and "tell tfte truth" it contains. 

I was told of several cases where some 
irregularities had been committed; th© masses 
(which means the people involved) had appealed 
over the heads of their revolutionary commit- 
tee (guilty of "bureaucratic" ramming through 
of measures without previous consultation) to 
higher echelons. Investigations teams set 
forth. Now instead of holding rectification 
meetings behind closed doors, all was done in 


the lack of bureaucracy, xne neignxenea ■««««»«/ nhlic ' ^ wron g S were redressed speedily 
and the sense of public responsibility which strikes y 6 

one as so. ."comfortable to live in." 

People on the streets now volunteer help and 
information; children volunteer to take care of- 
the traffic as some cyclists still persist in ig- 
noring the red lights (there are no fines, only a 
"telling off" by the policeman). 


I visited Tsinghua University which had just 
hid its new batch of students; 2,500 new enrollments 
The enrollment is along new lines; no longer by 
examinations. Tsinghua University announces its • 
vacancies. These are distributed to each province. 
The province distributes "empty places" to each- 
county and each county to factory and commune. 

So there has been enormous debate in each fac- 
tory, production brigade, production team, as to 
who should be sent to university; the only specifi- 
cation was that it should be a middle school grad- 
uate. Apart from that it was left to the communes 


At the moment I write I have just seen 
an army colonel sewing at a sewing machine to- 
gether with some girls in the bazaar repair shop. 
He is a member of the revolutionary committee of 
the bazaar and doing his manual labor, for 
revolutionary committee members are not exempt 
from doing their work. 

Another facet of life in Peking today 
“(as it is in other cities I visited) is the 
preparation for being attacked by air. This, 
must be emphasized, is self-defense . Self- 
defense consists not only in digging shelters 
(they are being dug everywhere) , in storing food 
and supplies, in creating a network of first aid 
posts all over the country, in storing medicines, 
but in the mobilization of the population. 

It is this aspect which repels so many 
hasty tourists who have no idea of what is going 


it 
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on in the world* and who have not read books on the 
possibility of war. It is certain that war today 
being total war* it is the population which is 
hit; genocide is now all too common. So the pop- 
ulation must be trained in self-defense; in 
remaining at their own spots; in each region 
being as self-sufficient as possible. 

There must be no panic as in May 1940 in 
France* or mass exodus of helpless people then 
being slaughtered from the air of napalmed. Groups 
of marching and singing and drilling youngsters are 
everywhere. If war comes* it will be a long wir* 
and it is better that the young should know what 
to expect than to become helpless victims* as in 
Vietnam* as in Cambodia today. 

-30- 
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LONNIE GETS MAXIMUM PENALTY 
by Jan Von Flatem 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW HAVEN , Conn. (LNS) -- On the day of his 
sentencing, Lonnie McLucas rode through a cold New 
England rain, from the Litchfield, Conh .prison 
which has been his home for well over a year, to 
New Haven. When he arrived, he found the tiny, 
chilled courtroom filled with anxious, just-awaHen@d 
supporters. The straight press milled around, seek- 
ing out the other defendants' lawyers to ask about 
the future Nine trials. They seemed to have already 
forgotten Lonnie McLucas in their desire to know f 
about Ericka Huggins and Bobby Seale, yet to come 
to trial . . 

State's Attorney Arnold Markle, however', had 
not forgotten Panther Lonnie McLucas , and it Was 
obvious from the moment he opened his mouth that 
his thirst for Panther blood has abated not at all. 

He asked, as was expected, for the maximum penalty 
of fourteen and a half to fifteen years on the one 
charge -- conspiracy to murder -- on which the jury 
had found Lonnie guilty. 

He had failed to prove -- even to the predomi- 
nantly white, middle-class jury -- that Lonnie had 
conspired to kidnap, or that he had participated 
in either kidnapping resulting in death or in 
binding with criminal intent. Desperate, therefore, 
to capitalize on the one conviction he had obtained, 
Markle resorted to means which would have shocked 
anyone who had not watched him throughout the summer. 

He began by digging up a rape charge which 
Lonnie had faced in June of 1963. Although Lonnie 
has, according to defense attorney Theodore Kos- 
koff, always categorically denied raping anyone, 
and despite the fact that he was never convicted 
of rape, Markle felt justified in using the very 
fact that Lonnie had been accused to illustrate 
"the type of man ’we 're dealing with , " 

As he talked, Markle revealed his small-time 
lawyer's obsession -- to make a name for himself 
by gaining a conviction, by any means necessary, of 
Chairman Bobby Seale, To him, putting Lonnie in 
a cage for 15 years is merely a step in that di- 
rection, He called Lonnie "utterly contemptuous 
of all authority," and mentioned an unproven charge 
of attempted escape as proof of the Panther Cap- 
tain ' < 

Pa 


Defense Attorney Koskoff raged at Markle 's 
utter disregard for Lonnie's rights. Considering 
charges which have never been proven, he said, is 
"totally foreign to our system of justice." 

He noted that the jury had been so unconvinced of 
Lonnie's guilt as to have found him innocent of 
all but the charge whiqh carries the lightest 
penalty. 

The court, said Kobkoff, should consider only 
two questions in imposing sentence upon Lonnie. 
They are: What.. :. do Lonnie need? and What is best 
for society? Putting someone in prison for fif- 
teen years, he stated, helps no one, and Lonnie 
is about as likely to engage in anti-social activi- 
ty aa is any other human being. 

The judge appeared bored as he asked Lonnie 
if he wished to say anything. Advised by Koskoff 
to remain silent, Lonnie answered quietly, "No, 
your honor." Mulvey .instructed him to stand, 
which he did -- straight and tall, 

" ... Not less than twelve , nor more than 
fifteen years..." A shock ran through the specta- 
tors, the pens of the press momentarily halted 
on their notebooks. Only Lonnie appeared calm and 
it was not until the clerk began handing him 
papers to sign that one could detect that his 
hands were shaking. 

Bond was set at $35,000 (Koskoff requested 
$15,000, Markle $50,000) . Until the first degree 
murder charge against, him in Middlefield is dis- 
posed of, however, the bond is useless. Defense 
attorneys have expressed confidence that it will 
be dropped. 

Moments later Lonnie, with a shrug and a fist 
for the spectators and a long smile for the sym- 
pathetic press, was gone. Leaving the courthouse 
through the main entrance, you could see the 
colored banners and hear the demonstrators across 
the street on the Green - still chanting "Free 
Lonnie," "Free Lonnie. . , . 

-30- 
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"MILITARY INTELLIGENCE" IS BORN 

VENICE, Calif. (LNS) -- A new publication 
which is a combination monthly press service 
and newspaper, is now being published by the 
Military Research Group in Los Angeles. 

"Military Intelligence" hopes to "reach 
large numbers of GIs just coming into the GI 
movement, giving organizers material they can hand 
to people that can answer their questions, 
lead them into action and make them organizers," 

In-depth articles will focus on 'The Real 
World, ''Problems of GI Organizing, The Chain 
of Command, The GI Bust Book, Your Next Duty 
Station, Racism and the Military, and What's 
Happening with the GI Press. Their second issue 
is a "Long Hot Summer Issue" on Racism, 

Write to Military Intelligence, c/o Military 
Research Co, 1711 Pacific Ave., Venice, Calif. 
90291, GI's, sub is $1; Students $2,50; and 
.civilians $5.00. -30- 
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"IT ALL STARTED WITH A PIECE OF BREAD": 

INTERVIEW WITH A TOMBS REBEL 

LIBERATION News Service 

For two sweltering' August days* the prisoners 
of New York City's Tombs prison took charge of the 
eighth and ninth floors . They took five guards 'hos- 
tage j and released them only after forcing Mayor 
Lindsay and Corrections Commissioner Me Grath to ad- 
mit publicly that the prison revolt had "much justi- 
fication "* to promise immediate changes in prison 
conditions s and to promise that there would be no re- 
prisals against the Tombs rebels . 

The revolt started when the prisoners of the 
ninth floor overpowered the five guards > took their 
keysjand locked them up in one of the cells . . The pri- 
soners barricaded the ninth floor entrance with ? bed- 
frames and mattresses and opened all the cells . They 
had gained complete control of the floor. 

The Tombs rebellion dominated the front pqges 
of New York 's newspapers for most of the week * as the 
revolt spread to include the majority of the 2* 000 
inmatesj heavily armed police stood helplessly out- 
side j unable to use their shotguns and teargas for 
fear of injuring the hostages. Most of the city's 
papers ran a lengthy statement by the rebels as one 
of the conditions of the hostages' release * the 
statement carefully described the horrifying con- 
ditions of life in the Tombs. 

Standing among the glass- skyscrapers* df N-w' 
York's financial giants * the crumbling * airless Tombs 
was built to hold less than half the 2*000 men it now 
houses . Not one of the men in the Tombs has been con- 
victed of the crime with which he is charged j they 
are crammed into the prison -- where many of them r 
sleep on the bare floor — to await trial * usually 
for eight to ten months* often for two or three \years . 

The men in the Tombs are kept there because they 
cannot afford bail * or because the wealthy bai l-bonds - 
men consider them a "bad risk". Almost 90% of them 
are Black or Puerto Picon. 

In late August * a feW Weeks after; the rebellion* 
LNS interviewed Ephraim !Posdrid* one of the Puerto 
Riodh brothers who took part in the ninthvfldorf take- 
over* and who had just been released front the Tombs 
gnobaill Ephraim is presently in hiding as he ' awaits 
trial * ’fearing,' that police may try to frame him, on 
some other charge in retribution for his participation 
in the Tombs revolt. j 


LNS: How did the ninth floor rebellion start? t 

j 

Ephraim: It all Started with a piece of bread. Usu- 

ally, bread is given' there, four slices to each man. 

And whatever is left is thrown out. So one day one 
of the inmates was taking a few pieces of bread over 
to the cell on account of sometime you don't get 
enough food and later on you feel hungry, so sometimes 
you decide to take a few pieces of bread and eat it 
with water. So one of the correction officers saw 
this inmate taking a few pieces of bread dp to his 
cell. He took it away from him and threw it in the 
garbage can. 

; ' : ' ’ ... , . ' ' £ 

The inmate asked him why he did that, he hasn't 
really taking anything away from anybody else, this 
was going to be thrown away anyhow. The officer called 
hihi a black degenerate nigger, and tjiis evolved into 


verbal discussion, a short verbal discussion. 


After tjiat the correction officer decided 
to look for help. He came in with two other 
policemen. They handcuffed him, took him into 
another room and beat him up. When they brought 
him back and we saw this, we decided that it 
was time that we do something to stop all this 
inside the Tombs. And that's when we decided 
on Monday, August 10th, to take over the floor 
and write up a list of grievances. 

LNS: What will be the consequences as prison 

rebellions spread to different jails around the 
United States? 

Ephraim: We hope that -- we're not only hop- 

ing, we're willing to sthkeour lives to see 
that the judiciary system changes, and that 
adequate legal representation is given to each 
inmate, and better conditions, better treatment, 
be respected as a human being, not as an animal. 
Because an animal in the zoo is treated better 
than us inside the jail. We hope by this stand 
the people will hear our cry and justice will 
be done . 

LNS: Did any cops inside the takeover get 

hurt or beaten by the prisoners? 

Ephraim: No. We took five hostages, one cap- 

tain and four probation officers. We took them, 
put them in a cell and fed them, gave them ci- 
garettes and coffee. We let them write a 
statment in their own handwriting about the 
treatment that we gave them. They had nothing 
bad to say. We gave them good treatment. As 
a matter of fact, they got better treatment 
than they give us. 

LNS: The ninth floor is still taken over 

by the prisoners? 

Ephraim: Yes. Our stand is not to go into 

court, for the reason that what is the use of 
going to court if you already know the verdict. 
The verdict is against, you in all the ways. 

You are not legally represented, and if the 
court appoints you legal aid, we all know he 
is together with the D.A. and the judge to 
make you plead guilty to a lesser sentence 
whether you are guilty or not. 

We are forced to plead guilty to lesser 
sentences, even if we're innocent, and at the 
same time our wives have to go to welfare, which 
is genocide, or go out and prostitute to main- 
tain the family until we come out. Most of the 
tifae when we chitte out we find out wives have 
turned to prostitution and our kids have gone 
to heroin. 

The situation instead of getting better 
gets worse, and the person who is incarcerated, 
instead of being "rehabilitated", he becomes a 
rebel. When he sees what has been done to him 
and to his family, what other alternative do you 
have? 


Page 3 


LIBERATION News Service (#289) Sept. 26, 1970 


more . 


LNS: Do you believe that in a revolutionary situ- 

ation in the country that the inmates in the jails 
across the U<S. would take part in that revolution 
inside the jailhouses? 

Ephraim: They have taken it already. The Queens 

jail took a stand, with us, refusing to go to court. 
Rikersklsland. As I heard the other night over the 
radio, the Sing Sing prisoners are doing the same 
thing also, because they feel that this is the first 
time that a group has really stood up for its rights 
from inside without weapons. This is a thing that 
is spreading, not only because they feel that what 
we are doing is right, but because they feel it them- 
selves -- they are going through the same horror them- 
selves. 

LNS: Do the prisoners have access to revolutionary 

literature in the jailhouses? 

Ephraim: No, there's no access to nothing. Even 

your mail is censored. If you write the wrong words, 
your mail won't go out, and if anybody from the out- 
side writes the wrong words, your mail won't get in. 

They have what they call a liberation day -- 
for the pigs-- when they take you to the movies. This 
is only a plot to search your cell, to look for weapons 
and sometimes to plant weapons , so later they can 
come and seize them and accuse you of having, weapons . 

LNS: Is there a lot of harassment of prisoners 

after they get out of jail? 

Ephraim: Well, right now, I have to be in hiding 

until duly processed. Whether I am found guilty or 
not, I am afraid that I will be charged with some 
other "crime" I have not committed -- because the 
evidence they're holding me on now is not sufficient. 

Now I am being tried in three courts at the 
same time for the same crime. All my rights have 
been destroyed. I'm afraid I will be incarcerated 
again for some other crime I have hot committed, 1 
and Will receive a stiffer sentence. 

LNS: You also told us that you had been harrassed 

by the pigs because you worked a certain number of 
days with the Young Lords paper in Chicago. 

Ephraim: Yes. Around May of 1969 I was in Chicago 

and I met a few members of the Lords; they had a 
paper and they needed a trans later. I off erred my 
services and worked for them about three weeks . 

Then I came back to New York, and the first 
time I was apprehended they found in my identifica- 
tion a card from Chicago and they gave me $500 bond 
—until they examined my background in Chicago. 

I think they found out I had contact with the Lords, 
and that is how these charges against me must have 
come about, since I had never been known as a drug 
user or drug peddlar, and I guess this is the easiest 
way for them to smear my name -- since this is the 
plague that is the best label to put on me. 

LNS: The majority of the prisoners in the Tombs, 

what's the general feeling of the revolutionary sit- 
uation, the overall picture of the revolutionary sit- 
uation in the U.S. and around the world? 


Ephraim: Well, the feeling of all the people 

on the ninth floor in the Tombs is that we, as 
a minority, or so-called minority, are being 
oppressed in such a manner that we feel that 
genocide against us is inevitable unless we 
stand now and liberate ourselves, not only from 
the fangs of the pigs, but also the fangs of the 
whole judicial system. 

In other words, whatever little represen- 
tation we have, if we have any, doesn't amount 
to anything. So we feel that we as a people 
have been shanghaiied mentally or physically 
into this country -- it's time that we are left 
free. 

I would like to go back home, but I can't 
go back home, because the Americans own the is- 
land. I have no choice. I'm not wanted there, 
and I'm not wanted here. If I try to study or 
go to school or take a trade or try to advance 
myself, when I'm finished and I try to open the 
door so I can do better for myself, I find the 
door is closed. I find it doesn't matter how 
much intelligence I may have or how much skill 
or preparation, all the doors are closed. 

LNS: Could you say something about how every- 

body came to be involved in the insurrection 
on the ninth floor? 

Ephraim: I could only say our feeling is the 

same. We feel we are not given justice. Their 
plot of genocide against Blacks and Puerto 
Ricans is like a wall. It is a wall which can 
be destroyed only by force. The only solution 
is revolution. We didn't have no guns, no gre- 
nades, no bombs, the only weapon we have is our 
minds, whatever is left of it. This is really the 
situation of the people on the ninth floor, and 
we hope it is the feeling of all people all over 
the world. 

-30- 

STUDY GUIDES ON U.S. IMPERIALISM 

CHICAGO (LNS) -- The Committee of Returned 
Volunteers (CRV) an organization of radical ex- 
volunteers from the Peace Corps in the Third 
World, announces a series of publications which 
study the nature of U.S. Imperialism, The 
series includes: PERU: DISCOVERING IMPERIALISM; 
MOZAMBIQUE WILL BE FREE, VOLUNTEER?; GULF OIL, 

A REPORT; and ABOLISH THE PEACE CORPS. The set 
of publications is available at $4.00, with 
discount bulk rates for movement groups, from 
CRV, 840 West Oakdale, Chicago, 111. 60657. 

-30- 

*******:**************************************** 

LITERATURE LIST AVAILABLE 

BOSTON (LNS) -- An up-to-date literature 
list is now available froP New England Free 
Press, with articles on Imperialism, The Super- 
structure, Early Socialization, Ecology, Racism, 
The working Class, Latin America, China, The 
University, Female Liberation, etc. Write NEFP: 

791 Tremont St., Boston, Mass, 02118 for list. 
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"THIS KIND OF THING HAPPENS EVERY DAY" j 
VIET VETS SHOW HOW ITS DONE : 

by Larry Rottmann 


LIBERATION News Service ' 

(Editor' 8 note: The following article was 
written by a Vietnam vet for the Old Mole t a 
radical newspaper published in the Boston area,) 

DOYLESTOWN, Penn. (LNS) -- At 10:30 a.m. on 
Sept. 6, 1970, a company of armed infantrymen' 
swept into Doylestown, Penn, They seized and , 
occupied the center of the city, setting up re>ad 
blocks and taking civilian prisoners. The mayor, 
who was addressing a rally at the courthouse, was 
captured, interrogated, tortured, and in full; 
view of the stunned townspeople, shot to death. 
Other innocent civilians including women and child- 
ren, were taken captive, and, after being mis- 
treated by the GIs, were also killed. 5 

At 10:45 a.m. the company marched south of 
the town, leaving behind a trail of; bloody bodies 
and a horified citizenry standing in their yaa^ds 
and streets mute with shock, their Unbelieving 
eyes fastened on the departing soldiers . i . 

The proceeding actually happened, as part 
of the Vietnam Veterans Against the War Operation 
RAW (Rapid American Withdrawal), a simulated = 
search-and-destroy mission carried out on Labor 
Day Weekend. Over 100 Vietnam vets organized, ■ 
dressed, and equipped as an Infantry Combat Com- 
pany, marched from Morristown, N,J... to Valley- 
Forge, Pennsylvania (a distance of over 90 miles) 
to protest America's continuing war in Vietnam, 

By previous arrangement with the towns along 
the way, the VVAW carried out a series of combat 
raids exactly like those performed daily by UiS. 
forces in Southeast Asia. The victims in these 
incidents were local townspeople (including 
mayor and a minister) and members of the Phila- 
delphia Guerrilla Theater. i . 

While civilians looked on, the captured j 
"gooks" were beaten, humiliated, questioned, tor- 
tured, and killed -- using the same methods taught, 
sanctioned, and encouraged by the U. S. Army. It 
was obvious through their language and manner that 
these men had been soldiers; that they had seen 
killing and that they had done killing. 

The WAW handed out leaflets bn the way: . 


We are the Vietnam vets who have survived 
the trap in which our buddies have died t 
or been maimed. Many of you know that 
Vietnam is a trap — and have done nothing 
to prevent our buddies (your sons) from . 
going into it. 

Today 3 about 32 GIs will be killed in 
Vietnam and about 140 will be seriously 
wounded 3 and you did not speak out to * 
prevent their deaths. You let them walk 
into the trap. ' 

WHAT SHOULD WE DO ABOUT YOU? J 

The last platoon handed out this ^ 


A U.S. Infantry company dust passed through 
your town. If you were Vietnamese 3 

You might have been killed 
Your wife or daughter might have 
been raped 

Your crops and home might have been 
destroyed 

This kind of thing happens every day vn 
Vietnam in your name 

What have you done to stop it??? 

Eleven towns were occupied this way, and in 
each a special contingent of vets stayed behind. 
They spoke to townspeople in order to judge their 
reactions to the operations and to explain the 
reason for the action and the views of the WAW 
about the war. 

Civilian response ranged from fear, shock, and 
concern, through apathy, to outright hostility. 

One young mother just stood on the sidewalk holding 
her two small boys tightly and crying. 

There were also some incidents of violence. 

The Vets were threatened with a loaded shotgun and 
with being run over by a car. They were assaulted 
and insulted, and attempts were made to stop the 
march with American flag roadbl ocks and obsceni- 
ties shouted by Veterans of Foreign Wars and Ameri- 
can Legion members. 

Apathy was the most common reaction; people 
tried to ignore the occupation of their town Mid 
go on with business as usual. Just now, reactions 
of shock and disbelief are showing up, and reports 
are that the towns will not be the same for quite 
a while. 

At the end of the four-day march, over 300 
former soldiers, reservists, and active duty GIs, 
led by a group of disabled Viet Vets and medics, 
moved in a slow formation to meet several thousand 
people in Valley Forge where the whole group held 
a rally in support of the Vets and what they are 
doing. "Not 'my country right or wrong' but my 
country -- let's right the wrong!" 

As the rally ended, the veterans, many with 
tears in their eyes from the emotional strain , 
violently smashed the toy M-16's they had carried 
day and night during the long march, and instead 
raised their hands in the sign for peace. 

-30- 

***** ******************************************** 
HOW TO PUBLISH A HIGH-SCHOOL PAPER 

L.A. Calif. (LNS) - - An instruction manual 
is now available on how to publish a high school 
underground newspaper, including editing and 
printing. 

If you'd like a copy, write to: 

Al-Fadhly § Shapiro 

7242 West 90th St. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 90045. 

Cost is 25* to high school students or 
groups, and 50* to others. All money received in 
excess of costs will be used to publish a second 
edition, to be sold for less. 

-30- 
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SOUTH KOREAN WOMEN AND THE REVOLUTION 
LIBERATION News Service 

SEOUL, South Korea .(LNS) --The military 
dictatorship of South Korea, closely linked to 
U.S. corporations and backed up by the Pentagon, 
is unwittingly turning hundreds of thousands 
of South Korean women into revolutionaries/ 

Women in South Korea, according to a report 
from the Pyongyang-based Korean Central News 
Agency, are affected directly by economic ex- 
ploitation and sexism Q 

The South Korean women are deprived of jobs, 
work 16-20 hours a day when they do have jobs, 
receive half dr less than half of the wages 
paid to men, and suffer factory speed-up and 
dangerous working conditions . 

U.S. troops present in Korea in the tens of 
thousands have created an atmosphere where rape, 
prostitution and robbery are commonplace. 

Special government programs Have been or- 
ganized under the sponsorship of foreign corpor- 
ations and foreign governments to send thousands : 
of Korean women to work as farm ^laborers in 
South ; America or as kitchenmaids and hospital 
aides in West Germany and > other European countries 

Kim II Sung, the Korean communist leader, 
has frequently written about the exploitation of 
women in the south/ He said, n For the democra- 
tization of all aspects of life of the people in 
South Korea', one of the major tasks is to ensure 
women in South Korea a social status and rights 
equal to those of men. Women should be liberated 
from the humiliating position of being maltreated 
and despised. Their personal dignity should be 
respected and an equal opportunity for education 
should be guaranteed them; they should he widely 
drawn into the work of society and the principle 
of equal pay for equal, work should be applied 
to them." . 

-30- 
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FARMWORKERS STRIKE MOVES NORTH 
TO OREGON 

INDEPENDENCE, Oregon (LNS) — La Huelga — 
the Chicano farmworkers strike that has shaken 
the big grape growers in Delano and Salinas, Cal- 
ifornia, and is now spreading to lettuce workers 
and otherChicano farmworkers on the west coast -- 
has now hit Oregon„ Farmworkers, striking under 
the banner of the Chicano United Farmworkers 
Union, have struck and won a victory in the small, 
town, located in the fertile Willamette River 
Valley. On September 12, the striking farmworkers 
forced a new contract with the owners of two large 
hops farms in the area.' 

The strike grew out of the desperate condi- 
tions faced by all agricultural workers in the 
Willamette Valley. The farmworkers are bitter about 
low wages and the racist wage system which pays the 
almost entirely Chicano field workers less than 
white workers in the hops mills in town. Anger has 
also been building over some of the methods used 
by the owners to squeeze more work out of their 
laborers for less money — = these include paying 
11 hours wages for 11 1/2 hours work, cutting time 
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off lunch breaks, and demanding that workers do \; 

tasks during work breaks. 

On the afternoon of Sept. 11, the workers 
decided they'd had enough. Union Leader Tito 
Aguirre walked up to Joe Kirk, one of the man- 
agers of the Mitoma hops farm, and told him 
that the people would no longer work for the 
wages they were getting. Kirk rejected Aguirre's 
demand for a $2.00 wage without a moments thought 
and fired the union leader on the spot. Twenty 
of the twenty- five farmworkers at Mitoma £ol- 
lowed Aguirre off the job and the strike was on. 

Later that day, the workers at Alluvial, 
another farm managed by Kirk, joined the Mitoma 
workers in their- strike. Workers from both farms 
got together and worked out a series of demands. 

. They presented their demands to Kirk at his home, 
but the manager still refused to consider them. 
The next day both farms were picketed. 

Kirk attempted to split the strikers by 
offering a $2, 00-an-hour wage t° the Mitoma wor- 
kers while refusing the demands of the Alluvial 
workers, but the workers stuck together and re- 
fused the offer. The strikers anger and deter- 
mination grew when they heard that part of Kirk's 
deal was dependent on Tito Aguirre being fired. 

Kirk's next move — an effort to use mid- 
dlemen against the workers — also failed when 
the local labor contractor, responsible for se- 
curing employment for agricultural labor in the 
area, joined the strikers on the picket line. 

On the first day of the strike, the farm 
owners tried to harvest the crop with scabs 
brought in from the nearby town of Salem, but 
the scabs were unskilled at hops-picking and 
did more damage than good to the crop in the few 
hours they worked. With only about 40% of the 
hops picked and less than a week left to pick 
the crop before it spoiled, the owners were forced 
to give in. 

That night, after only one day of striking, 
the owners had to sign an agreement giving the 
workers a wage hike from $1.60-$1.75 to $2.00 an 
hour, plus protection from arbitrary firing, work 
breaks, and a full lunch period. This still 
leaves the farmworkers income below local factory 
workers. And since the farm season is only four 
®r five months long -- forcing farmworkers to 
look for other work the rest of the year -- the 
situation of the Chicano fieldworkers is still 
critical. 

But the strike at Joe Kirk's farms is an 
important turning point for farmworkers in the 
Pacific Northwest. The Chicano United Farmwork- 
ers Union still has to win recognition as a legal 
bargaining agent. It took the Union four years 
of strike and boycott to win bargaining recog- 
nition from the giant California grape growers. 

But since they beat the grape growers, the Chi- 
cano farmworkers movement has gathered momentum, 
and the recent strike has left the Willamette 
Valley people fired up and ready to go. The 
Willamette strike has already intimidated neigh- 
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boring farm owners into raising their wages to $2,00 
an hour to avoid similar shutdowns. And next summer 
the farmworkers will be ready before the season 
starts. 
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***************** **************** ******************* 
PUN PLAMONDON ON HUNGER STRIKE 

WAYNE COUNTY JAIL, Mich:.: (LNS;) -- White Pan- 
ther Minister of Defense Pun Plamondon has been on 
a hunger strike f or over two weeks , ’ as he awaits 
trial on the government charge' of- conspiring to 
bomb the secret Ann Arbor office, of the CIA as : 
well as the charge of bombing, that .office. 

Pun, who was underground for some months apd 
was then arrested on July'23, is fasting because 
of the inhumane and brutal treatment he and the 
other prisoners in his block are "receiving from 
jail authorities. He has received no mail since' 
his incarceration July 24, and at first was given 
no mattress, tooothpaste, or soap. He is allowed 
to take a shower only once a week, and not let ' 
out of his cell to exercise. \ 

At one point in his hunger strike, he passed 
out from weakness, and lay on the floor of his cell 
unconscious for two hours before the guards would 
give him medical attention. He received five 
stitches on the outside of his head* and two in- 
side. He was then thrown in the "hole" for six 
days. A brother who tried to yell’ for the guards 
to give Pun medical attention. was also thrown in 
the hole; as of Sept . 15 he was still there. 

Pun's trial, and the trial of Skip Taube and 
Jack Forrest, ''two white Phnthers hrrested along 
with Pun and also charged in the bombing conspiracy, 
is expected to begin sometime in January. For more 
information, contact the White Panther Party 
National Headquarters, 1520 Hill St., Ann Arbor, 

Mich. 48104. 
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OCEAN DUMPING 

Conservation News/Liberation News Service 

(The follow ing article comes from a leaflet 
■printed by the National Wildlife federation in 
Washington , D.C. Conservation News frequently < 
prints statistics on pollution and presents infor- 
mation on ecology which can b e useful to the 
underground reader. While the slant is not 
" radical " the information is. fer a copy of the 
newsletter t write to NWF t 1412 Sixteenth St. S N.W . , 
Washington , D.C. 20036, $ 

The mid-August furor over dumping several 
hundred tons of nerve gas off the Florida coast 
overlooked the fact thatthe United States has been 
using the oceans for years as a trash can for nox- 
ious wastes. 

This fact was highlighted later that same 
month when the Navy dumped several tons of surplus 
TNT off the Maryland coast. Originally, it was 
planned to drop the explosive off the coast of New 
Jersey at the spot where mustard gas had been (jumped 
three years before. When that fact became public 
knowledge the dumping site was shifted. Ships five 
miles away felt the explosion when the TNT hit bottom 
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But surplus military weapons and explosives 
aren't the only things the U.S. has been pouring 
into the sea at the rate of 48 million tons per 
year. Included in that disposal are sulfuric acid, 
arsenic, napthenates, cyanides, mercury and opher 
heavy metals, pesticides, refuse — from munici- 
pal sewage to plastics and cannery wastes; radio- 
active wastes, chemical warfare agents, construc- 
tion and demolition debris and various rejected 
or contaminated products -- from foodstuffs to 
appliances. 

Last winter it was discovered that the ocean 
off New York harbor where the city had been dump- 
ing its sludge was dead. Scientists studying the 
content of bottom sediment found in one sample 
cellulose cigarette filter tips, bandaids, and 
aluminum foil. The same items have been found in 
the stomachs of fish. Oxygen in the water in the 
dumping area was found to be less than one part 
per million. A concentration of 2.5 ppm is usually 
considered essential for marine life. Nothing 
live was found. 

Excessive concentrations of lead (151 ppm) , 
chromium (40 ppm) , and DDT (150 ppm) were also 
discovered. These figures were recorded at Sta- 
tion 59 in the dumping area --in the open ocean 
10 miles south of Rockaway Inlet, 9 miles due east 
of Sandy Hook, Conn. 

-30- 

*************************************************** 

LOLLIPOP POWER 

by Off our Backs 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. (LNS) -- "Lollipop Power" 
the children's book project which is written for 
children ages two to eight years, features ad- 
venturous female heroes, both black and white, 
mothers who work or go to school, and fathers who 
participate in childcare and household tasks. 

Money is needed for publication. Make' checks pay- 
able to Lollipop Power and send to Box 1171, 

Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514. Scripts and illustra- 
tions are welcome, 

-30- 
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SECURING NIXON 

CHICAGO (LNS) -- ^ en president Nixon goes 
travelling these days, it seems he doesn't want 
to get too close to his fellow Americans. When he 
was in Chicago recently, more than 900 city po- 
lice were summoned to special guard duty to sup- 
plement an expanded number of FBI and Secret Ser- 
vice agents who were already watching Nixon's 
every step. 

In addition, Chicago bomb specialists were 
on 24-hour-duty in and around the luxury hotel 
where the Nixons stayed. The experts spent lots 
of time peering behind chairs, draperies, and 
tables for explosives but couldn't find a one. 

The Secret Serve also kept a close watch on 
a few dozen radicals classified as "security 
risks" in the city. And to top it off, whenever 
Nixon drove through city streets, "police with 
portable loud speakers preceded his entourage 
ordering overhead windows closed in buildings 
along the way," according to an AP report. 
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"PUBLIC TRIALS" AT SAN QUENTIN: 

'I DON'T INTEND TO PROCEED IN THIS BOOBY TRAP.." 

LIBERATION News Service 

SAN QUENTIN, Cal. (LNS) -- The Sixth Amend- 
ment of the Constitution provides for public trials . 
San Quentin administrators may observe the letter 
of that law* but they clearly violate its intent. 

Since Jonathan Jackson and three San Quentin 
convicts staged a kidnap attempt in a San Rafael 
courtroom one month ago 3 trials of inmates at San 
Quentin have been held within the prison walls. 

Man attempt to prevent another shoot-out 3 offi- 
cials are exercising extreme caution. 

Trial times are not announced. The capacity 
of the makeshift prison courtroom is 50. The med- 
ia are given priority . Admission is by personal 
card — cards are available from prison officials 
only — and are numbered up to . 50. 

There is a spacious parking lot for visitors 
at San Quentin , located a short walk away from the 
trial site. But on trial days 3 that lot is closed 
and. empty. Anyone visiting the prison must park 
1/4 of a mile away on an ' embankment off a freeway 
access road. When the limited space there is occ- 
upied 3 people are forced' to peak alongside the 
road. Wien they return 3 they find that the Marin 
County police have issued parking tickets. The 
road leading directly to \ San Quentin is closed 
off to all but official Vehicles. 

- * * * ' 

If you are one of fifty to receive an admiss- 
ion card, you are searched by a guard with a metal 
detector. The instrument is so sensitive that it 
buzzes when it discovers things like metal clips 
on bras. Then you empty your handbags and all your 
pockets. The guard checks tfirough the* compartments 
in your wallet. Finally you extend yotrr hand and 
it is stamped. You pass into 1 the prison grounds. 

An electric cart pulls a gaily painted wagon with 
a fringed awning bn top. You get* in the wagon when 
it is filled, and a convict drives you to the 
prisbn building where the trials are held, 

+++ 

THE CASE OF THE PEOPLE VS, TALAMANTES: The 
Judge entered; the bailiff announced the case. 

From behind brown curtains at the rear of the 
room, a Chi can o prisoner dressed in blue denies 
walked forward and sat down at the defendants* 
table. 

The courtrbom coul d have been the setting 
for a high school recital -- wooden gym floor, 
rows Of folding chairs, a stage with curtains, 
overhead lights. Outside the glass doors you 
could see roses and lawns and San Franciscp 
Bay. Inside, a man named Talamantes --already 
serving a life sentence -- faced a mandatory 
death sentence if convicted of the new charge 
of assaulting a prison guard. 

The public defender --Talamantes' only coun- 
sel -- was not present in the courtroom; the 
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judge had refused to appoint as counsel an 
attorney that Talamantes had chosen himself. 

After several inquiries, the judge said "Very 
frankly, I don't know why the public defender 
is not here,*' He looked embarrassed, 

"I don't want to trust my, life to someone 
who doesn't even take the trouble to come to 
court , " Talamantes told the judge . His case 
was postponed for five days. As he was about 
to leave, Talamantes said "This sham court is 
just a big farce." 

"I'm sorry you feel that way," the judge 
replied, and the prisoner left, giving a clen- 
ched fist despite the chains shackling his 
wrist to his waist. 

. * * * 

THE CASE OF THE PEOPLE VS. RUCHELL MAGEE : 

A black attorney presented himself to the court; 
though he had never met the defendant before*, he 
was making a "special appearance" for Magee. 

A wait. "Is Mr. Magee present?" asked the 
judge, A series of bumps and clanks, the curtains 
parted , and Ruchell Magee was carried into the 
courtroom ."Power to the people! Death to the 
pigs!" he yelled as he was carried to the defense 
table. The -guards dumped him into a chair, then 
stood behind him. 

Magee is the sole surviving convict from 1 
the kidnapping attempt at San Rafael in Marin 
County on August 7. Re 3 along with Jonathan Jack- 
son and two other convicts 3 using guns said to 
be traced to Angela Davis 3 help up a court 3 took 
hostages (among them the judge) and tried to get 
away in a rented van . The goal of the kidnapping ■ — 
to free the Soledad brothers 3 a trio of revolut- 
ionaries being- framed for the killing of a prison 
guard , San Quentin guards fired on the van as it 
drove away 3 triggering a barrage of gunfire . The 
judge was killed. Magee is charged with his 
murder. 

"I object to this Ku Klux Klan trial!" 
said Magee , and he demanded removal of the pro- 
ceedings to a federal court, calling the present 
hearing illegal, a trial behind prison, walls . 

The spectators called out "Right on!" , raised 
fists... the judge rebuked them. 

The court then proceeded to hand Magee a 
copy of his indictment, completely ignoring his 
position concerning the court's jurisdiction, 
and postponed the continuance of the case until 
mid-September, 

But Magee was not ready to be postponed. 

"I don't intend to proceed in this booby trap 
....I was choked, throwed in the back seat of 
a car and drug over here. I am tired of being 
beat up, abused, misused. I want to present this 
case before the people, not under closed doors, 
and behind these walls and things. This here is 
not a court and this here is not a legal pro- 
ceeding. You have nothing to say because you 
are violating the law. This is a matter of my 
life, you are playing with my life here for econ- 
omic purposes, slave purposes 

Ccont. next page) 
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The judge interrupted him. "You are faced 
with serious charges," he reminded Magee as though 
Magee needed reminding. ' 

"Right on!" Magee answered, leaning forward,- 
chafing at the cuffs and chains beinding his 
wrists, and gesturing with his shoulders because 
his hands were chained to his waist. 

The judge, trying to explain the heavy guards, 
the force and the constraints which were usej to 
bring Magee into the courtroom, asked the defend- 
ant: "Is it fair to say that the reason you had to 
be assisted (sic) to enter this courtroom wa^ that 
you feel the proceeding is illegal?" ‘ 

Magee: "Yes." J 

Then, walking out, "Power to the people!" 

Man in audience: "Off the motherfuckers!" 

Magee, looking back: "Beautiful." 

* * * 

Court resumed five days later, on September 
15. The wait for proceedings to begin was two 
hours this time. Finally the judge entered. The 
fifty seats for the public were occupied by a few 
members of the press, but mostly by longhairdd 
students, a few blacks and Chicanbs. As the prison- 
er defendant in the first case entered, many >of 
the spectators rose to show him their support. 

The judge threatened that further demonstrations 
would be met with ejection from the court, or 
contempt of court citations. He was much lesi 
tolerant this time around . 

t , 

Magee was scheduled last. He was carried in 
again, and most of the spectators stood up for him. 
The judge directed the guards to eject those tWho 
had stood, and the guards did it with relish; 
knocking heads against chairs whenever they could. 
While spectators were being dragged and thrown 
out, Magee tried to speak With those nearest him.. . 
A guard immediately stuffed a rag in his mouth . 

The judge had left the courtroom while the 
people were being ejected, as though the process 
was too brutal for him to watch. He returned 
when it was over, and pronounced court back in 
session. He looked uncomfortable and strained. 

Magee tried to insist on introducing documents 
to the court without the help of his state- } 
appointed public defender, Ramsay. The judge ■ 
stopped him rudely, then apologized, and finally 
agreed to let Magee write letters from prison 
to help find an outside attorney of his own \ 
choice... an attorney whose political viewpoint 
would be familiar and sympathetic with his own* 

It remains to be seen whether prison officials 
will actually let Magee's letters go out. 

Proceedings were postponed again until j 
September 29, and the court adjourned for the 
day. And Magee is still facing a kangaroo coprt, 
and may well have to defend himself for the | 
rest of the "Sham court's" proceedings, 

-30- i 

Monsters of all kinds shall be destroyed .^ aQ 
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SEATTLE POLICE SET BOMB TRAP FOR 

3 STREET PEOPLE; TRIAL STARTS OCT. 5 

By Mike Kazin 

LIBERATION News Service 

SEATTLE, Wash. (LNS) — Late winter, 1970. 
Hysterical Seattle newspapers report that their 
city of 550,000 has the second highest number 
of bombings of all cities in the country. Yet 
no suspects can be found. The word goes down to 
the men in blue: find some bombers and find them 
fast. 

March 3. Jan Tissot, John Van Veenendaal, 
Michael Reed and Jeff Desmond are walking along 
a street in Seattle ' s "U" District, the city's 
biggest community of street people. All of a 
sudden they see cops beating Van Veendndaal's 
former roomate into the pavement with clubs, knees 
and fists. Desmond turns to the other three: 

"What kind of men are you, talkers, jive artists? 
Man, the only way you're going to stop these pigs 
is to show them." Tonight, Desmond seems to be 
true to his rhetoric: he goes to his house amd 
brings back a homemade bomb to show Tissot, Reed 
and Van Veenendaal. Desmond even volunteers to set 
the bomb himself at the Post Office that night. 

The three others agree to help. 

Later the four men go to a tavern to talk 
about what they are planning to do. Desmond ex- 
cuses himself from the conversation after a while 
and goes to make a phone call . At the other end of 
the line is the Seattle police department. 

When they drive up to the Post Office in the 
middle of the night, Desmondd suddenly changes his 
mind. He pleads that his identity as a well-known 
heroin addict in the U district makes him too sus- 
picious. Tissot goes along with this reasoning; 

Jan leaves the car, places the bomb next to the 
building and turns to run. But he only gets a few 
feet before police grab him. A moment later, the 
bomb goes off. It makes a tiny explosion that 
does no more than knock out a few windows in the 
post office building. Within an hour, all four men 
are in jail. 

The next day, the cops release Jeff Desmond, 
and he is charged with nothing. The Chief 6f 
Police tells a morning press conference that the 
arrest of the bombers shows that the police in- 
vestigation of bombings is bringing in results . 

* * * 

The case of the "Seattle bombers" shows how 
desperate the forces of repressive order are 
getting. Every day another act of sabotage takes 
place; every month another individual or group is 
indicted for allegedly damaging some concrete 
part of the system. More and more frequently, those 
indicted go underground to be protected and support 
ed by sympathetic people for as long as necessary . 
But this case shows something else: John Mitchell 
and his numerous imitators are getting better at 
the fine art of using people against each other to 
come up with sensational "suspects" to feed to 
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waiting media scare artists. 

Take Jeff Desmond. He has been around the 
U District for five years , shotting heroin and 
selling it. Jeff's deputation around the commu- 
nity was not a good one. People suspected him of 
snitching to the cops about other drug dealers 
several times to protect himself. In Seattle, as 
in other large American cities, a smack pusher 
can't last long without some official cooperation 

The Seattle police must have picked their 
victims with care. John Van Veenendaal is a 
former Weatherman who was shot in the neck during 
the October, 1 969 action in Chicago. His left 
arm paralyzed by the bullet, John became famous 
as a political "heavy" and was hounded by the 
police on his way home from Chicago to Seattle. 

Jan Tissot had been one of the most active 
political people in the U District before March 
3. His involvement with a group which tried to 
fight police harassment of street people set 
him up as one of the cops' prime targets. 

Michael Reed, who had just arrived from 
California a few weeks before March 3, is 
black. After the "firecracker" went off that 
night, police jumped on Mike and beat him savage^ 
ly while John and Jan were standing by hand- 
cuffed. 

Since March 3, the three have been held in 
isolation in the County Courthouse in Seattle. 
Their bail is $25,000 apiece. Each man faces 
thirty years in prison if jurors believe the 
police version of the events. 


who supplied him with the "bomb," about his past 
criminal and narcotic record, and about his invol- 
vement with the Seattle police, then three men 
stand a good chance of being sent to jail for 
thirty years. Given Desmond's reputation for honesty 
only when it serves his interests, no one in the 
U District is very optimistic. 

’ The events of March 3 were just a rehearsal 
for the Shuttle cops. On the morning of May 15 » they 
set another trap in much the same way but with dead= 
lier consequences . This time— the police-instigated 
bombing was foil wed not bya trial but by an inquest. 
Larry Ward , a black Vietnam veteran , was unarmed 
when police gunned him down as he tried to run 
away from their carefully-laid trap. Jan Tissot, 

Mike Reed and John Van Veenendaal are trying to 
make sure that their case will put an end to the 
police strategy that killed Larry Ward. 

The Seattle bombers case needs wide publicity. 

If you want further information or can help in the 
defense case, contact: 

John M. Sullivan 
c/o Attv. Sull ivan 
2418 Smith Tower 
Seattle, Wash. 98014 

(206) MA 2 - 2418 
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[See LNS; #258 (May 23) for a story on the murder 

_of JLarry. _Ward»J_ 

"CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS MUST GIVE WAY 
TO NATIONAL INTEREST..." 


The government has been doing everything 
it can to prevent defense lawyers from getting 
the information they need for the upcoming trial. 
Lee Holley, one of the defense attorneys, says 
that all memos and papers between the defendants 
and th'eiJE* lawyers have been censored, that all 
conversations between them are bugged, and that 
Tissot ( Who is going to conduct his own defense) 
has been denied access to the law library and 
is restricted to having one law book at a time 
in his cell. Attempts to get the government to 
open its files concerning their dealings with 
Jeff Desmond (which is required legally under 
the right of "discovery" of evidence) have 
been stymied. 

The basis of the three men's defense is 
that the police set up the bombing and then "en- 
trapped" them into it. There have been several 
similar cases recently in which this line of 
defense was successful. In California this 
April, a judge decided in the case of U.S. 
vs. Chisum that where police agents deliver and 
supply the means of a crime (in this case the 
Desmond "homemade bomb") there is "entrapment" 
and the defendants are not guilty, no matter* 
what their intent was at the time. 

The trial begins October 5. The key wit- 
ness will Of course be Jeff Desmond, who 
has been kept hidden until he is needed to test- 
ify. If Desmond refuses to tell the truth about 
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SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) - Two Black Panther women, 
reporters for the Panther newspaper, were found 
guilty of contempt of court when they claimed immun- 
ity as news reporters and refused to answer the 
questions of a Federal Grand Jury investigating the 
Panthers . 

The judge, who said he was investigating 
persons "with the o abiI|^y to do violent acts," told 
the court thatfp?ivif efe was outweighed by a "com- 
pelling national interest to which the conflicting 
constitutional rights must give way." 

If the judge thought two women would be 
easily intimidated, he was wrong. When she wouldn't 
answer his questions, the judge ordered Sherri 
Bursey to jail. She will stay there until she 
comes around. (That means she could be in there un- 
til the legal limit of the Grand Jury expires on 
Dec. 26, 1971.) Brenda Joyce Presley was not jailed 
because she is nine months pregnant. 

The judge was concerned with who worked on 
the issue of the Black Panther newspaper which ad- 
vocated threatening the life of the president and 
suggested that black GIs in Vietnam turn their 
guns around. The- women were also asked if any mem<- , 
bers of the party -had guns or explosives, about a 
Panther foreign travel fund, and if there was any 
contact with Palestinian guerrillas. 

-30- 
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And remember, kids,, while you smash the state, keep 
a song in your heart and a smile on vour lip s! 
(#289) September 26, 1970 more! 


[Note to Editors: The following three stor- 
ies all deal with the subject of the Marxist vic- 
tory in Chile's election. They are written in dif- 
ferent styles, take up different amounts of space, 
and come from different angles. You can run one, 
two, or all three of them. Responding to the sug- 
gestion many of you have made for us to keep our 
articles short, we decided not to string them all 
together. Let us know how you like this approach.] 

100 U.S. COMPANIES FREAK OUT 
CHILE TAKES OFF! 

LIBERATION New§ Service 

NEW YORK (LNS)--"A catastrophe," said one < New 
York businessman. "We are going to be blamed for 
anything that goes wrong in Chile," sobbed an Ad- 
ministration official. "A defeat for the U.S.'," 
grumbled Business Week, the capitalist's weekly 
newmagazine. j 

The Chilean people had picked a Marxist for 
president in their September 4 elections . And it 
looks like closing time for $700 million a year 
rip-off that American corporations have been stag- 
ing in Chile. Dr. Salvador Allende may soon be 
sending home companies ranging from Dow Chemical, 

Ford, Xerox, and Firestone to Coca-Cola, RCA, , 

Bank of America, and Bethlehem Steel. And in par- 
ticular, Chile's vast copper mines may soonnbe 
running for the Chilean people and not for the 
huge U.S. firms --Kennecott , Cerro , and Anaconda. 

The U.S. government would love to please the 
100 U.S. corporations operationg in Chile by pre- 
venting Salvador Allende from taking office in Nov- 
ember. Naturally. But if the CIA has succeeded 
in budging the Chilean military from its neutral 
attitude towards the Election, the news hasn't! 
leaked out to the press. And it looks as if right- 
wing efforts to deny Allende legislative approval 
on October 24 will fail. The Chilean people will 
meet any force from the military or the U.S. with 
bitter opposition. 

"If they try to take his triumph away from 
Him, the blood will run," vowed Josefina Pizarra 
among tens of thousands of Allende supporters at 
a mid-September rally in Santiago. She is a 29 
year-old unwed mother of two living in a tent city 
on the outskirts of Santiago that was set up by 
the Socialist Party on seized land. : 

And the U.S. knows she echoes the sentiments 
of many common people in Chile, who have never, had 
a real stake in the U.S. -backed- governments of the 
past. If there is any interference with' his in- 
augeration as Chile's new president. Dr. Allende 
will call for workers to occupy their factories, 
peasants to occupy their land, and civil servants 
to occupy their offices as a first measure. 

-30- 

VICTORIA DE LOS ROTOS : 

by-Rick ; 

Tribe/LIBERATION News Service ; 

i 

"Los Rotos," the brokpn-ones, is a derisive 
term for the poor people of Chile. 

But recently the "rotos" elected a Chilean 
president for the first time in the country's his- 
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tory. The winner was Dr. Salvador Allende, 
a close personal frierid of Fidel Castro. 

It wasn't a revolution. But it was the 
greatest achievement of Chile's poor people so 
far . 

In their hour of triumph tens of thousands 
of "rotos" crowded into the streets of Santi- 
ago to celebrate. As they did, tanks rolled 
out, circling the presidential palace. It 
wash't a coup--not yet anyway. But the pos- 
sibility of a military takeover was impressed 
again on every Chi 1 eno . 

Will the big landowners, the Norteamerica- 
nos, and the Chilean army allow a Marxist to 
assume office? Or will there be a coup and 
subsequent civil war? The questions aren't 
new . They were asked in the last two pres- 
idential eleetions--in 1958 and 1964 — when it 
appeared Allende might win. This time Chile 
will find out. 

In the mid-fifties I lived in Santiago 
for a year and a half. I was very young, with 
no knowledge of politics or how societies are 
set up. But my child's eyes could see some- 
thing was drastically wrong. 

The first thing one couldn't help but no- 
tice was the extreme poverty. The endless acres 
of shacks and lean-tos with no water or sani- 
tary facilities. Gangs of homeless children, 
sleeping huddles around their fires under the 
bridges crossing the Mapocho River. Barefoot 
kids in tom clothing clinging precariously 
to the rear of a bus or streetcar to get a free 
ride. Little children going through garbage 
cans for food. 

But that wasn't my life. The moment we step- 
ped off the boat, with our American dollars, 
we were transformed from middle-class Americans 
to upper-class foreigners . We ate the best 
food, lived in the best places, went to the 
"best"‘ , schools , and met the "best" people. We 
even had a servant . 

Our standard of living was due to infla- 
tion. It's been a problem in Chile for the 
whole 20th century. But in the 50 's it got 
severe- -and has remained so till this day. 

The day we arrived the rate of exchange was 285 
pesos to a dollar. When we left, a year and 
a half later, it had more than doubled to prac- 
tically 700. This inflation was fine for the 
big landowners and U.S. business interests. But 
it was bleeding the poor. 

The "best" schools, where rich Chilenos 
sent their kids, were run by foreigners --Eng- _ 
lish, American, and German. Most courses were 
taught not in Spanish, but in the more "rele- 
vant" foreign language. My school was run by 
American priests, the same order that runs Notre 
Dame. 

I had a lot of difficulty relating to my 
Chileno classmates. They were very class-con- 
scious, with a hjgh incidence of "tattle-tales" 
and "kiss-asses", the way I saw it. "Roto" was 
a sneering term, applied toward anyone whose ap- 
pearance wasn't super-neat (we had to wear suits 
to school) . 

They wouldn't even play "futbol" with 
"rotos". It would have been ^’degrading". I 
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couldn't understand what it was all about ... I 
played with the "rotos 1 ' in the park and got a- 
long fine. Of course, I can see it now. 

Those kid's parents had been running Chile 
like one of their great estates for years, Apd 
they didn't want their kids getting overly pro- 
gressive ideas. ■ 

Training in the language and culture of the 
colonial powers, so they can deal with their Am- 
erican and European partners. A firm belief in 
Chile's caste system. And religioius training. 
That's what's needed for a native colonial ad- 
ministrator. 

While we were in Chile the unions called a 
big strike. Panic spread among the upper clas- 
ses . We were advised to stock up on canned food 
and lock the doors. Outside our windows troops 
and tanks went by again and again, as all five of 
Chile's gets patrolled the skies. No blood was 
spilled but the workers were gaining a sense of 
their power. 

In 1957 the various leftist parties united in 
a Popular Action Front (FRAP) „ The next year 
they ran Allende for president. And, surprisingly, 
he almost won, losing by only 40,000 votes. The 
rural workers and tenant farmers defied the land- 
owners to vote for Allende, joining tfye minework- 
ers, urban workers, and "rotos". 

By the 1964 elections, the landowners and 
American corporations were thoroughly freaked 
out. Here was this MARXIST talking about radi- 
cal land reform and siezing the American-owned 
mining industry. And he looked like a sure winner! 

In the three main agricultural provinces 
85% of the farmers till only 3% of the land. The 
owners of that other 97% weren't too anxious to 
share. Companies like Kennecott and Anaconda 
didn't want their mines taken away. 

After a local election where FRAP stomped 
the right-wing coalition candidate, the oligarchs 
started to get it together, CIA money flowed, 
candidates withdrew and Eduardo Frei —a Christian 
Democrat--got an international publicity campaign. 
He was billed as Latin America's "last hope for 
a peaceful revolution." He even co-opted the land 
reform and mine nationalization issues. 

Frei won a narrow victory. But in six years 
of fence straddling he failed to get much done. 

His land reforms and "nationalization" programs 
were only tokenism. And inflation continued to 
skyrocket. 

This year the Americans and landowners tried 
to stop Allende once more. But they didn't have 
many tricks left. A smear campaign was correctly 
diagnosed by most voters as CIA bullshit. This 
time the people were not to be denied, Allende 
beat the right wing candidate Alessandri 36% to 
34% . The Christian Democrats finished a poor 
third. 

As he didn't win an absolute majority, the 
election goes to the legislature. It's an unbro- 
ken Chilean tradition that the man with the inost 
popular votes gets the presidency. But the con- 
servatives may try to break with tradition to 
stop Allende , If they do, it will probably fail. 

The major stumbling block will be the army. 

The Chilean army, unlike most South American ar- 
mies, has stayed out of politics for over 40 years. 
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All the officials say the army will remain neu- 
tral. But Allende supporters aren't so sure. 

They warn there'll be civil war if Allende 's 
deposed. 

Thinking back to those upper-class kids I 
went to school with, I know they must be plot- 
ting against Allende right pow. If they can't 
prevent his taking office, they'll try to sab- 
otage his administration and provide the "need" 
for any army takeover. And you can bet the CIA's 
working overtime too. 

But then I remember how tough and self- 
reliant the "roto"kids were. And, you know, 
those kids I went to school with were kind of 
chickenshit. 

I'm betting on the "rotos". They've got 
a taste of people powere and they've been hun- 
gry too long to let some rich kid rip it off. 

"Poder a los Rotos!" 

-30- 

NIXONTOFFICIALS CONSIDER POLICY OF "STUDIED 
NEGLECT" FOR FUTURE DEALINGS WITH LATIN AMERICA 
LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS) —Washington officials, 
irritated by the ungrateful attitude of the 
people of Chile who recently voted a Marxist 
to be their next president, are seriously con- 
sidering a policy of "studied neglect" towards 
Latin America. 

"They argue that Presidents Kennedy and 
Johnson stirred excessive expectations in 
Latin Countries," reports the September 11 
Business Week, "by giving generous aid and 
encouraging social reform through the Alliance 
for Progress 

The Business Week column admits that U.S. 
aid did not benefit the people of Chile al- 
though it enriched the coffers of pro-U.S. 
President Eduardo Frei. The article did not 
make clear how a policy of ^studied neglect" 
would differ from policies of the past. 
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THE SYSTEM WORKS— IT SURE DOES 
LIBERATION N§W§ Service 

BERKELEY, Calif. (LNS) --The first of ten 
People's Park cases" "policemen accused of vio- 
lating the civil rights_of people they shot dur- 
ing the demonstrations/came to an unsurprising 
end : -the cop was acquitted. 

Lawrence L . Riche was found innocent of vio- 
lating the civil rights of William Rundle, 17, 
when he shot him on May 15, 1969. Riche still 
has to go on trial for shooting three other 
persons the same day. 

Funny thing about it was that the jury 
didn't believe him when he said he didn't shoot 
Rundle. As the foreman said:" "We had no doubt 
he did shoot Rundle. .. .Our trouble was over his 
intent. We found the force exerted was proper 
within Constitutional limits. We had a reason- 
able doubt about Riche's intent. There was a 
riot that day. There were a lot of things going 
on. So he shot him." 

-30- 
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"IF YOU WANT TO LIVE IN THESE BUILDINGS, 

YOU HAVE TO STRUGGLE": 

SQUATTERS MOVEMENT GROWS IN N.Y. 

by Two LNS Women 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor ' s note: New York is one of the most resent 
cities to join the world squatters ' movement . Bong 
Kong has had squatters for over a decade . Government 
attempts to smash them have been unsuccessful. In 
London , "hippies" were first to occupy vacant buil- 
dings and as the housing shortage grew , poor people 
joined the movement. Squatters have also emerged in 
North Ireland y Japan and Italy.) 

NEW YORK (LNS) --"Don't call us squatters. I 
hate the word squatters . We aren't squatters. We had 
no place else to go," said Shirley. "Seven of us 
lived in a station wagon for a month before we came 
here to 112th Street." 

Shirley's family is one of 87 predominantly 
Spanish-speaking families who have moved into three 
buildings scheduled for demolition by Momingside 
House, a home for the aged. The home is closely con- 
nected with St. John the Divine Episcopal Church, lo- 
cated across the street. In recent months, over 300 
families have moved illegally into some of the 50,000 
sound apartments vacant in Manhattan. 

DOUBLETALK #1: In 1958, New York City studied 
and made plans for New York's Mid-West Side, an 
economically and ethnically integrated neighborhood. 
According to The Plan, "Promotion of economically 
and ethnically integrated neighborhoods is not only a 
proper objective of a publicly assisted program but 
the best means of assuring balanced, healthy, and 
stable development of the city." 

At the time, 17,990 families lived in the area? 
50% or 8,950 were poor. The Plan was to demolish ex- 
isting low income housing and construct 477 low income 
public housing units, 7,700 units of luxury housing, 
4,365 units of renovated middle income housing. 

DOUBLETALK TRANSLATED: Sheryl, now a "squatter" 
on 89th Street said, "Ten years ago, when me and my 
two kids were living on 60th Street, we got notices 
that said we had to move out because the area' was 
scheduled for demolition. So the city sent this guy 
called Joe Williams who told us we could move back in 
again in a couple of months because the city was 
building low cost housing. He even showed us a phohy 
plan. 

any 

"But they never built / low cost housing--they 
built Lincoln Center instead. [Lincoln Center is a 
posh complex which houses the Metropolitan Opera 
and other exclusive institutions.] And then this 
spring I was living on 90th Street and Joe Williams 
appears in my doorway again! Only this time he's 
working for a private outfit called Urban Relocation. 
He tells me that I've got to move again because my 
building is going to be torn down for Urban Renewal." 


the city's cooperation, harassment usually 
does the trick. Few people know that the 
city could use its power of eminent domain 
to declare a housing emergency and take over 
the buildings and land from the landlords. 

But in buildings where the city has done 
this, it has become another slumlord. 

* * * * 

Candida's family was one of 4,500 low 
income families removed from the integrated 
Chelsea neighborhood to make way for luxury 
renovation. First, someone set voodoo cur- 
ses before her door. Then the landlord re- 
fused to accept rent , and claimed non-pay- 
ment to the courts. Soon after, someone 
threw rocks through her window, bashed in 
her door and cut her telephone wires. Steam 
flooded her room. Since she still wasn't 
convinced, the landlord locked her out. The 
rent commission found that there was no 
harassment because of insufficient proof that 
Candida had not moved out voluntarily. 

Supers get substantial sums, eiren in 
the thousands of dollars, to remove tenants. 
Corporations such as Urban Relocation Asso- 
ciates serve as goon squads for both the 
city and private landlords. Often, the city 
will condemn sound buildings as unsafe to 
aid an unscrupulous landlord in the removal 
process . 

* * 

"How did we get in?" said a squatter 
from the Mid-West Side. "We tore the tin off 
the windows and the men climbed in. But the 
cops came and dragged them out . So the men 
kept the cops busy by sitting on the steps 
with blankets and wine, singing. Then me and 
about 30 other women climbed up on the roof 
and down into the building again, barricaded 
the door against the cops and hung out a 
Dominican flag. The city ha s agreed not to 
evict us," 


FUN CITY #1: In July 1961, West 84th 
Street between Columbus Avenue and Amsterdam 
Avenue, tension erupted into a "riot" situa- 
tion. The city responded by bulldozing almost 
the entire block, displacing over 2,000 peo- 
ple . 

The squatters ' movement has different 
forms. In areas where blocks and blocks of 
city-owned housing go down in one swoop, 
it is the squatters themselves who are the 
organizers. Another form is luxury renova- 
tions— picking off buildings one by one— 
which is more prevalent than demolition. In 
these neighborhoods, there are fewer squat- 
ters but many community supporters who all 
fear their own eventual removal. 

On West 15th Street where old brown 
stones mingle with slick new facades --blue, 
green, pink and white with iron filigree 
windows — last July, four families moved into 
spacious six room apartments at Number 233, 
an empty brownstone. Fifty-four hours of 


In New York it's not necessary for a landlord to 
go through the long, drawn-out and costly eviction 
procedure --filing forms, going to hearings, paying 

fees— to rid himself of an unwanted te nant . With 

Page 13 LIBERATION News Service (#289) Sept. 26 ,“1970 


more . . . 



of fiesta and block party followed. When a local 
grocer refused to contribute food to' the squat- 
ters, people hit him with a 100% effective boycott. 
Finally, five days later, he appeared with cartons 
of food and milk. 

After the 54 hours, the landlord, Nagin, laid 
trespass charges on the new tenants . Fifty-eight 
squatters, including over 20 children, were busted. 
Local people found temporary alternate housing for 
the squatters in a city-owned building. A few weeks 
later, Nagin began demolition, but the next night’ 
over a hundred people created a barricade from the 
rubble by hauling the broken glass, old boards and 
crumbled plaster chunks back into the building. 

Several hours later, when the entrance bulged 
with junk, police with drawn guns arrived stopping 
the action. They claimed there were snipers on the 
roof. "It was a beautiful scene," said one young 
person. "Everybody was out there," People threw 
rocks and bottles at the cops, but no one was busted. 
The next morning, people persuaded three of the 
five demolition workers to strike. Finally, the 
people’s determination frightened Nagin and the 
city authorities into a commitment that the squat- 
ters could return after renovation. 

A ten-year-old boy pointed to a newly renovated 
building. "Buildings like these are what we want," 
he said. "Why can't they fix these buildings up for 
us--the poor?" His teen-aged friend added, "Things 
here ain't no easier than on the Lower East Side or 
East Harlem. Kids eatin' paint, lead poisoning going 
down. ..If they won't let us have #233 I say blow the 
motherfucker down." 


<^> 

"He looks like Santa Claus until he opens his 
mouth," said a tenant. Mr, Barrett, president of 
Morningside House Episcopalian Home for the Aged, 
visited his new tenants one evening in August to 
talk. The 87 predominantly Dominican families living 
there across from the Gothic glories of St. John the 
Divine where tourist buses come and go demanded that 
he talk with all of them at once. 


The fate of the 112th Street squatters depends 
in part on whether the original tenants can be evic- 
ted. One of them, McDonald, a sixty-five-year-old 
retired Bendix employee, described how he and the 


other two tenants had been offered a total of 
$10,000 to move. "But I like the new people," 
said McDonald. "A very nice group of people. 
Besides, the demolition workers had already 
torn down the building with the boiler, and 
if the new folks hadn't come in and started 
fixing things up, us old tenants would have 
been frozen out anyway this winter," 

If the marshalls should come, the people 
on 112th Street expect to be ready. They ate 
certain that students from nearby Columbia 
University, the Young Loids and other commu- 
nity groups will back them. 

FUN CITY #3: "They're kicking everyone 
out. Guess our place will be next," said the 
lady in the pants suit as she watched the 
police bust squatters at Columbus Hospital. 
"Yeah, who can pay $400 a month for an apart- 
ment?" said the Greenwich Village mother with 
a job as an executive secretary. In order to 
prevent their own eviction, middle-class ten- 
ants in buildings with vacant apartments now 
invite squatters to join them. 

* * * 

FUN CITY’S FUTURE, THE MASTER PLAN FOR 
MANHATTAN: Couched in flowery language about 
"the self esteem of the new pioneers" (brown- 
stone owners) , the Master Plan emerged from 
the drawing boards of Lindsay's City Planning 
Commission. Lindsay's campaign was financed 
by real estate and banking interests heavily 
involved in housing. Banks such as Rockefel- 
ler's Chase Manhattan and Sterling National 
float loans and buy the mortgages and bonds 
for both public and private housing. 

Manhattan is to be an enclave for insti- 
tutions like hospitals and universities, Off- 
ice: buildings and the rich. Executives from 
the suburbs are to be luredc in by beautiful 
apartments renting for $500 to $1000 a month. 

Luxury apartments are created by build- 
ing upper class tenements on the ruins of 
low and middle income housing. Hundreds of 
landlord corporations such as Kal Associates 
operating in Yorkville and Greenwich Village 
borrow money from banks to buy up a few sound 
buildings in one neighborhood. 

After they frighten out or evict the ten- 
ants, they convert large low or medium rent 
apartments into many small high rent apart- 
ments . Such residential areas as those around 
the Waldorf Astoria which are accessible to 
midtown are being torn down to build office 
buildings . 

Universities and hospitals continually 
expand into neighboring residential areas. 
Usually the expansion projects provide govern- 
ment controlled research facilities not beds 
or teaching space. Moreover, the institutions 
do not expand into far flung regions of the 
city where their services are really needed. 


FUN CITY #2: Columbus Hospital, a Catholic in- 
stitution founded by Mother Cabrini (the first Amer- 
ican saint) and owned and operated by the missionary 
sisters of the Sacred Heart, Rome, is removing tenants 
on East 19th Street to make way for a four tier gar- 
age. The hospital, a tax exempt institution, plans 
to sell the garage for profit once it's completed. 

The hospital busted squatters there after only one 
day. "Who would think a bunch of nuns would throw 
us out to build a garage?" someone said. 


At a large outdoor meeting on the cathedral steps, 
Barrett described his plan to evict the three original 
tenants remaining in the building. The city marshalls 
would come and so would the police. All the tenants 
new and old replied, "WE WON'T MOVE," and chased Mr. 
Barrett to the subway three blocks away. 
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Buildings chosen for demolition are seldom the 
worst buildings ; they are simply convenient for the 
institutions’ expansion plans* "They told us this 
building is condemned as unsafe," said one squatter 
on 112th Street. "They soul d have condemned the whole 
block where I came from." 


PALESTINIAN HIJACKINGS: 

THE PEOPLE'S STORY 

By Sheila Ryan and George Cavalletto 
LIBERATION News Service 


* * * [Note to Editors: We realize that this story is 


"If you want to live in these buildings you have a 
to struggle," said Emilio who has moved into an apart- 
ment on 112th Street. As people began to occupy vacant 
buildings, the city sent its maintenance workers to 
knock out windows, rip out plumbing, break boilers, 
and smash sinks, toilets and bathtubs. It’s just "nor 
mal procedure to beat the vandals 1 , " said Leroy Willip 
ams, director of West Side Urban Renewal. 

The new tenants have had to put in their own ! ■ 

plumbing, electricity, and heating systems. Joe, who 
lives on 89th Street, said, "When we first moved in, 
this building was disgusting. Plaster falling down 
and garbage on the floor." Some people had to go for 
months without plumbing, or gas from their stoves » 

Others ran hoses and electric lines from apdrtmefits ^ 
and buildings with utilities over to those without. 

People hold nightly meetings to work out squab- 
bles, petty theft, the state of negotiations with the 
city, or collect money to buy a boiler, etc. "We're 
a disciplined group," said one delegate from 112th 
Street governing board. "If a family misses three 
meetings they are out. If they don"t keep someone in 
the apartment every night they are out. We lost a 
whole building to the demolition workers because peo- 
ple left it empty one night. Seven of the original 
40 here have been asked to leave..." 

On 89th Street, people are working hard to crem- 
ate alternative educational institutions such as a 
free high school, day care centers and political ed- 
ucation classes. 

Melba Bruno, a representative of one of the ten- 
ant groups, summed it all up, "Some of our people are 
a little bit middle class in the head, but When it 
comes right down to it all us poor people will stick 
together." 

-30- 

WOMEN’S POETRY MAGAZINE BLOOMS 

Off our Backs - 

“WASHINGTON , D.C. (LNS) - A Women's poetry 
magazine is being started, which will include 
photography, artwork and anything else expressive 
of a women's liberation/revolutionary consciousness. 
Any proceeds will go to help free political prison- 
ers in the United States. Artwork, poetry, photo- 
graphs, etc. should be sent to: Diana Press, ^ 

c/o Regina Sigal, 1854 Wyoming Ave., N.W. , Washing- 1 
ton, D.C , 20009. 

-30- 

ALL WOMENS RADIO COLLECTIVE 

CHICAGO (LNS) -- The Susie Cream Cheese Women-s 
Collective can be heard on Radio Free Chicago, 

WEAW-FM, 105.1. They come on Friday and Saturday mom, 
from 12 midnight to 5 a.m. For more info on tapes, 
etCi write 2551 N.Halsted, Chicago, 111. -30- 
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ery long, but we think that the points it makes 
re veffy important, especially compared with 
straight-press accounts of these events. We urge 
you to use this story, edited if need be.] 

+ + + 

[Editor's Note: This story on the PEBP hij ask- 
ings oomes from Sheila Ryan and George Caval- 
letto 3 LNS ' correspondents in Amman 3 Jordan . 

It is late because it was sent 'air freight' 
and was somehow lost en route for a while by 
censors 3 customs 3 or airline , 

George and Sheila explained in an accom- 
panying letter that "the pig media get their 
stuff out by commuting by air to Beirut every 
day 3 or when the airport is alosed 3 by hiring 
someone to drive their film and copy through 
Syria to Beirut . Obviously expensive 

This letter was wr itten before the fight- 
ing got so heavy that all straight correspond- 
ents were forced to hold up in the basement of 
the once- plush Intercontinental Hotel — one 
of the few basements in all of Amman 3 by the 
way 3 a city w here no private homes have base- 
ments. Nxny of those correspondents were brought 
under the armed escort of the Jordanian Army 
to the Arman airport and flown to Beirut. 

Sheila and George are still in Arman. 

We have not heard from them since King Hussein 
began his shelling and napalm attacks on the 
population of Arman . } 

AMMAN, Jbrdan (LNS) -- TWA, B0AC and Swiss- 
air jets lay glittering whitely under the desert 
sun like three huge, delicate sea gulls that had 
lost their way. A long line of gracefully un- 
dulating camels threaded their way between the 
planes and the squat, mottled bugs that were 
the camouflaged Jordanian Army tanks encircling 
the area. 

This was Revolution Airport on Thursday, 
Sept. 10. The airport, a long strip of hardpack- 
ed desert, was guarded by a large force of com- 
mandos from the Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine; they had dug slit trenches for de- 
fense. "PFLP" was emblazoned in red paint, in 
English and Arabic, on the bodies of the planes» 
and Palestinian flags hung over their open cabin 
doors. Delighted Palestinian children in small 
khaki uniforms were brought out to see the air 
po rt . 

On Sunday, Sept. 6, the PFLP had hijacked 
three, planes. (A fourth attempt, on an El A1 
flight, failed when a security guard shot one 
commando to death and captured the other, a 
young Palestinian woman named Leila Khaled.) 

One of the hijacked jets, a $24 million Pan Am- 
erican jumbo jet, had been flown to Cairo; min- 
utes after the passengers and crew bad safely 
scrambled from the planes it was blown to bits. 

(cont. on next page) 
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The other two aircraft were flown to Revolution 
Airport in the desert northeast of Amman ;■ the PFLP 
had occupied the barren area and improvised land- 
ing lights. On Wednesday the Swissair and TWA jets 
were joined by a BOAC plane hijacked by the PFLP 
during a flight from Bahrein, a British colony 
on the Arab Gulf. 

The Pan American jumbo jet was captured and de- 
molished, the PFLP declared, because "the USA is 
responsible for the poverty and inhuman conditions 
of the Palestinian people, because it gives Israel 
all the support it needs to expel the Palestinians 
from their homeland." 

The Front had chosen to destroy the plane in 
Cairo, a PFLP spokesman said, "to symbolize out 
protest against the UAR's acceptance of the Rogers 
Plan." 


As the hijacked passengers ate cheese, bread, 
jam, butter, meat and sometimes' chicken dinners, the 
press worried lest the food supply run short. In 
the refugee camps, people are subsisting on UN 
rations of less than 1500 c&iories a day. 

When the water supply at Revolution airport 
was rationed, the media pitied the passengers; in 
many refugee camps in Jordan, the central water 
taps are turned on for a few hours daily, and they 
stop flowing before all the families have filled 
their jars. Some days there is no water at all. 

The reaction of the passengers was very diff- 
erent from that of the press. The Washington 
Post edi tor ial ized against 'the essential cruelty 
of this gang;' a young giff returning to the states 
after a summer in Israel insisted, "they were 
very nice to us." 


The four planes were hijacked at this time be- 
cause, the PFLP stated, "we are witnessing the 
most dangerous attempt at the 1 iquidation of the 
Palestinian cause and the Palestinian revolution," 
As the planes were landing at Revolution Airport, 
Jordanian troops, at the behest of right-wing 
elements in the government, and assisted by the 
CIA and the US embassy, were engaged in their 
fourth attempt to suppress the Palestinian liber- 
ation movement. In ten days, more than 1 50 people 
were ki 1 led. 

In return for the passengers and planes at 
Revolution Airport, the PFLP was demanding the re- 
lease of seven commandos held in British, Swiss 
and West German jails for hijackings and attacks 
on Israeli property in Europe, and the release 
of an unspecified number of Palestinian commandos, 
imprisoned by the Israelis. 

In hijacking t * 1e pl anes , the PFLP reached up 
into the sky — where the stewardesses were serv- 
ing martinis to passengers on their way back to 
the US after a summer in Europe or Israel -- and 
pulled kOS people and the attention of the world 
down to the Jordanian desert, on whose perimeters 
Palestinian refugees have been living for 22 
years. 


While the New York Times denounced the hijackers 
as "savage and inhuman," an elderly lady returning 
to the US after a visit to relatives in Europe 
said, "They were very kind to us, did everything 
they could to see that we were comfortable. They 
were very nice young people; one of the young men 
with the qfins on our plane had been educated in 
Ohio," 

Alfred Kibouris, the flight engineer on TWA 
and one of those held after most of the people were 
released, said later, "We've been treated very well. 
We have ample food and water, doctors have come 
to see us. They haven l t intimidated us in any way. 
They've been extremely polite." 

"We have as much or more food than they give 
their own people," added Jim Major, the co-pilot. 

"Wow, those commandos were really nice. They 
showed us -- the kids — their guns, and they took 
some of us for a ride in the desert," commented Menv- 
gisto, a ten year old Ethiopian boy on his way to 
New York where his father works for TWA and Ethiopian 
Ai r Lines . 

"They told us the hijacking was about some 
land that was taken away and they want it back." 


The western media, which have spent little sym- 
pathy on the plight of the Palestinian people, 
went into an uproar about the "ordeal in the des- 
ert" for the hijacked passengers. 

The BBC quivered, "Their miserable condition 
can scarcely be thought of." The infinitely more 
miserable condition of the Palestinians has scarce- 
ly been thought of in Europe and the United States 
at all over the last 22 years. 

There was great concern about the passengers 
being held in the desert heat -- though they were 
supplied with portable air conditioning units. 

Not too far away from Revolution Airport, at Schnel- 
ler refugee camp, Palest ini an r fami 1 ies are packed 
sometimes ten to a room in tin houses that are 
ovens in the summer sun. 


The aim of the hijacking went beyond securing 
the release of the captured fedayeen (commandos). 

It was - directed at disrupting the Middle East peace 
talks in New York. The peace talks, under the Rogers 
pi any are designed by the US Secretary of State to 
bring about the submission of the Arabs to Israeli 
hegempny in the Middle East. 

In return for Israeli withdrawal from the ter- 
ritories seized in 1967, the Arab states are to re- 
cognize Israeli sovereignty over the portion of 
Palestine that the Zionists captured and named 
Israel in 19^8. Open economic frontiers would fol- 
low recognition, and Israel, with access to US 
capital and its advanced technology, would soon 
estab.l ish. a. "mini -imperial ism" over much of the 
M i ddl e. East , serv i ng US imperialism. 


At Revolution Airport during press conferences 
reporters inquired anxiously of passengers held 
in the planes about the stench of the toilets; 
open sewers flow through the refugee camps, and 
every summer hundreds of children die of diarrhea, 
as flies spread disease from the sewage. 


In an interview on Israeli radio during the 
week of the hijackings, the I srael i ambassador to 
the UN asked rhetorical ly how peace talks could con- 
tinue fruitfully if the Arab governments were unable 
to control the Palestinian commandos, and hence 
unable to deliver on promises made at the peace talks 
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Which was, of course, the point the hijackers 
wanted to make* 

The hi jackings were designed to' demonstrate 
that the P&l-estinians could not be written' off 
at the peace talks-- that they are not represen- 
ted by any state at the talks, and are. pot under 
the control of any Arab government. 

The Palestinian 1 iberat ion movement is oppo- 
sed to the talks because i t be 1 i eves that the 
only way to achieve a just peace is through armf - 
ed struggle. Such a peace can only come from the 
destruction of the Zionist state, a state in which 
only Jews have full rights, an exclusionary state 
created by expelling half the Palestinian populat- 
ion from their homeland. The Palestinians want to 
replace the racist, oppressive state of Israel 
with a democratic, progressive, secular Palestine, ? 
with equal rights for Moslems, Christians and Jews. 

The PFLP's hijackings are attacks on the connr 
ections between the Zionist state and- imperi al i sm. 
As a recent PFLP statement explained',' "Our libera- 
tion struggle has a special character; we are con- 
fronted with a military base [Israel] which is an 
integral part of the world imperial ist' system and 
the world Zionist movement. Because of' these 
special conditions, the PFLP adopted the strategic 
line of pursuing the enemy everywhere; the revol- 
ution can reach the roots of the enemy in any 
part of the worl d." 

The Palestinians see the Zionist state of 
Israel as inextricably linked to imperialism. It 
was British imperial ism which first planted the 
Zionist settler colony in Palestine; the Balfour 
Declaration of 1917 called for British sponsor- 
ship of a "National Home for the Jews" in' Pal- 
est ine. The Bri tish imperial i sts believed that such 
a settlement of European people, dependent upon 
Britain foi* defense against the people whose land 
they took, would serve as an excellent defense at 
the gateway to the Suez Canal and the vital junct- 
ion to the land and sea routes to thp.. East, ! 

Now American imperialism maintains Israel as 
the only really safe base for imperial ism in the 
Middle East. US firms have ihvested 2,2 billion 
dollars in the Mideast and North Africa and wel 1 
in excess of 100 million in Israel. Most invest- 
ments are in oil facilities, but there are size- 
able interests in mining, trade and manufactur- 
ing. 

Americans now produce more than half the oil 
flowing from wells in Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrein, Qatar, Abu Dhabi, and Dubai, 
as well as in Libya and Algeria in northern Afri- 
ca. This firm grip on the resources of the Middle 
Eaist adds up to h0% of all US investment abroad. 

The American government believes that only 
Israel, which by definition can never express the 
will of the Arab people on whose land i t was es- 
tablished, is a secure bastion against the Arab 
nationalism that threatens foreign economic exploi- 
tat ion. 

The Washington Post editorialized that "The 
hijackers 1 strategy is evidential ly to separate 
their victims into two groups, Jews and non-Jews, 
and to make other governments, acknowledge that 
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artificial distinction by bargaining on the 
basis of it." This is a complete distortion of 
the Palestinian strategy, which Insists that it 
is the basic tenet of Z ion j sm — a state based 
on that distinction between Jews and non-Jews, 
which is artificial, and that the enemies of 
the Palestinians are not Jews but Zionists.. 

This perspective was clear in the actions of 
the PFLP during the hijackings. The 'landing card' 
which the PFLP distributed for passengers to fill 
out is perhaps the only one in the Middle East 
which does not ask an incoming passenger to list 
thei r rel ig ion. 

The Voice of America called the retention of 
Jewish passengers on the hijacked plane in the 
desert after many of the other passengers had been 
taken to Amman "shades of Ausfchwitz." In fact, 
however, several Jewish women lAmericah) wepe on 
the first bus from Revolutiony Airport |o the Jordan 
Intercontinental Hotel in Amman. 

It was not those of Jewish faith who were put 
into a separate category, but those who hold Is- 
raeli passports. (Some American Jews on the flight 
held dual passports -- one US, the other Israeli. 

In other cases, the commandos suspected people 
who may actually have held only a US passport 
of having an Israel? passport too, usually on 
the basis that the suspect had spent several 
months in Israel. 

None of the Jewish passengers who were taken 
to the Jordan Intercontinental were heard to say 
that the commandos had discriminated against them 
on the basis of religion. 

Twelve year old Tikva, who was returning from 
a summer in Israel to her home in Trenton, N.J., 
doesn't think the Palestinians should be allowed 
to return to their homes in the occupied areas. 

But she emphasized, "They were all very nice to 
us. I wasn't scared at all. They took all the 
things we bought in Israel - jewelry and stuff 
like that but not religious things. 

"They took a book of my brother's, but my 
mother told them it was a religious book so they 
gave .it back." 

"We see them now as very dedicated people, and 
sincere in what they want," said Ruth Berkowitz, 
on her way back to New York from Tel Aviv with 
her. hysbapd. and. children. , 

Palestinians who spoke some Hebrew talked to 
the small boys in yarmulkahs (skullcaps) who 
were playingin the hotel lobby. Tikva's eight 
year old brother Noam was deep in conversation 
with a Palestinian hotel employee who had learned 
Hebrew beforehe was expelled from his home in 
Palestine. A ring of smiling Arab men surrounded 
them, and one reached out to pat Noam on the head. 

A white-haired lady in her seventies was rock- 
ing her grandch? 1 d to sleep under a portrait of 
King Hussein. She was an Israeli and had lived in 
Jerusalem for many years. Now that her husband is 
dead, her son was taking her to live with him in 
the U.S. A man in a chef's hat came from his work 
in the hotel kitchen to ask in Arabic if she was 
from Jerusalem. 

(cont. on next pag e) 
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"Yes." 

"So an I 

They spoke for a while about the city from 
1 1 c. i he had been expelled, about his old neighborhood, 
about how things had changed. Then he smiled, shr- 
ugged his shoulders, and went back to the kitchen. 

Such attitudes were in sharp contrast to the 
racism of the press toward the Palestinians. A 
photographer from the London Daily Express, driv- 
inc oast a Palestinian refugee camp on his way to 
Revolutionary Airport, commented, "'-'ell, I've got 
to admit that we used to live like this, back 
in the Stone Age. Give these people nice homes to 
live in and thev'd be miserable. Don't know any 
better, the - ' don't." 

The New York Times called the hijackers "sav- 
ages, unworthy of membership in the ' 

community of civilized nations. The New York Times 
correspondent in Amman, Eric Pace, privately pre- 
dicted that the PFLP would accidentally blow up 
some of the hostages because "after all, these 
peo r le just aren't very good with machines, you 
know." 

/V y? 

"y Frida”, September 11, there was a scare in 
Amman about direct American military intervention. 
The thunder ings over the airwaves and off the 
presses seemed to have set the stage for a bloody 
"rescue operation." Now the Sixth Fleet was steam- 
ing off the coast of occupied Palestine standing 
by for "evacuation if needed. "Twenty-five Phantoms 
were reportedly flown into Turkey. 

A spokesman for the Palestine Liberation Organ- 
ization (the PLO is the coordinating organization 
for the liberation movement) said, "These recent 
davs are certainly a step toward landing forces, 
most probably U.S. Marines." 

The PLO ' s Central Committee felt that the 
PFLP had made its point, and that the situation 
should be defused to avert invasion. The Central 
Committee resolved that the passengers should all 
be transferred to Amman and nut under the control 
of the Central Commitee. The nlanes and all pass- 
engers but ' Israelis of a military character" were 
to be released in exchange for the seven commandos 
imprisoned in Europe. 

Instead the PFLP released all but 50 hostages, 
whom they kept in an undisclosed place. Those re- 
leased had their passnorts stamped with a D FLP 
"erne r tie ncv visa" and left Jordan. The PFLP then 
blew up the three planes in seven sharp blasts 
that 'wrecked another $25 million in imperial pro- 
pert'/. 

The Central Committee suspended the PFL D 's 
membership, and the PFLP denounced the actions 
of the Central Committee. In the streets of Amman 
people gathered around newspapers to discuss 
the hijackings excitedly. Many people were think- 
inn what one taxi driver said: "Ah, the PFLP is 
verv, very good!" 

Out manv people active in resistance organ iza 
tions 6 ’ther’ than the PFLP thought the hijackings 
were a mistake. One line of criticism goes that 
hijackings make the masses spectators instead of 
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mobilizing them to participate in the struggle: 
that the hijackings distracted the people's atten- 
tion from the crisis in Jordan and the question 
of the liberation movement taking power from the 
King: and that the most telling blows can be struck 
against imperialism in occupied Palestine and tbs 
surrounding area, not in the skies over Europe. 

But regardless of the criticisms within the 
Palestinian 1 i berat ion movement. , the chain of 
events set in motion by the hijackings continued. 

On Sunday, Sept. 13, three Arab notables from the 
West Hank were dispatched by the Israeli authorities 
to Amman to warn the PFLP that Israel would retal- 
iate if the hostages were not freed. They threatened 
that the treatment of PFLP prisoners in Israeli 
jails would worsen, that relatives cf exiled PFLP 
members would be imprisoned and their houses demol 
ished, and that cantu red PFLP members would be 
executed , 

The PFLP ordered the three messengers out of 
Amman on pain of death. 

Later on Sunday, the Israeli authorities 
rounded up over 500 Palestinians on the 'Jest r 'ank and 
in Gaza (Israeli occupied territory since the June 
War of 1967), among them close relatives of PFLP 
members in Jordan, and detained them for "question- 
ing" about the Popular Front. Whole families, 
including children, were arrested. 

These 500 people join 11,000 Arab Palestinians 
who are now imprisoned in Israeli jails, half 6 f 
them resistance fighters and all but 1 ,050 held 
v/ithout trial. Reports of torture in Israeli ori- 
sons read like accounts of similar practices in 
Brazi 1 , or Vietnam. 
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"GOD IS MY WITNESS, a MASSACRE HAS BEEN COMMITTED:" 

20,000 DEAD OR WOUNDED IN ATMAN, JORDAN 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Twenty thousand people lie 
dead or wounded in the citv of Amman. A1 Fateh leader 
Yasir Arafat radioed Cairo on Sept. 23, "God is my 
witness, a massacre has been committed. God is my 
witness, I have told you about it." 

Jordan's K:ing Hussein, who has had enough of 
sharing power with the Palestinian fedayeen, seems 
prepared to destroy all of Amman in order to defeat 
the commandos and their people , who make up two 
thirds of the population of Jordan. Then the Roger's 
plan "peace talks — which are attempting to negot- 
iate the Palestinian liberation struggle out of 
existence — could proceed smoothly. 

Arafat described the results of Hussein's attempts 
to bring law and order to Jordan: 

"Amman is burning for the sixth day. Thousands 
of People are under the debris. Bodies have rotted. 
Thousands of houses have been destroyed. Hundreds of 
thousands of neople are homeless. Our dead are scat- 
tered in the streets. Hunger and thirst are killing our 
remaining children , women and old men . ” 

The New York office of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) is in direct radio contact with the 


- Central Committee of th e PLO. Asked to describ e J ivinp- 
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conditions in Amman, the Central Committee rep- 
lied by radio: 


and Mafra are being bombed and strafed by the Jor- 
danian Air Force. 


"In Amman proper one out of two people has 
been without food or water for six days. The 
reactionary army has cut off water supplies from 
densely populated areas such as refugee camps . 
Eighty percent of the camp dwellers have either 
been killed or wounded by napalm. Whenever the 
curfew is lifted briefly, there are popular 
street demonstrations which are shot at by the 
army,” 

The Israelis first introduced the use of 
napalm as an anti-personnel weapon in the Middle 
East during the six day war in 1967 . The reactionr 
ary Arab governments have imitated the practice 


"We will hold on' indefinitely >" said the Central 
Committee of the PLO Sept. 24. The fedayeen categor- 
ically refuse to submit to a cease fire "As lonfe 
as Hussein remains, no cease-fire is possible." 

The United States appear to have ceased rattling 
thunderbolts, at least for the time being. Claiming 
that Syrian troops had invaded Jordan > the U.S. last 
week was making preparations for an armed intervention. 
Three Sixth Fleet supercarriers with jet fighters 
were moved into the Eastern Mediterranean, Marines 
were shipped over in amphibious assault ships, C- 130 
transport aircraft were flown in to bases in Turkey 
and Greece to help carrv in US troops, and thousands 


Fighting began in Amman on Sept. 17 * the 
day after Hussein placed Jordan under martial 
law, ordered the commandos to surrender their 
weapons, and handed control of the country over 
to the most reactionary elements in the govern- 
ment. 

The PLO in New York reports that the new 
military leaders are even farther to the right 
than the former army chief, Nasser Ben Jamil, 
King Hussein’s uncle. Jamil’s attempts to crush 
the commandos earlier this year were coordinated 
and financed by the American CIA. 

The new 12~man cabinet of army officers 
appears to be dominated bv a Bedouin, Lt. Gen 
Habis Maj ali , who was named commander-in-chief 
of the Army and military governor of the entire 
country. Bedouins: [predominate in the cabinet, and 
Bedopin tribesmen make up most of the 10,000 man 
elite Jordanian counterinsurgency units. These 
are' -the forces which shelled refugee camps and 
shot at ambulances during the June crisis, and 
who are probably responsible for most of the 
present carnage, like the recent shelling at- 
tack against a refugee camp which killed 7*000 
Palestinians and destroyed Q0% of the camp’s 
housing. 


of paratroops in Germany and the US were readied for 
alert — all to threaten* 1 the commandos with a U.S 
invasion into Jordan to "rescue American citizens 
there and insure FUssein’s victory. 

The Syrians consistently denied that their 
troops had entered Jordan; it was Palestinian com- 
mandos based in Syria, accompanied by tanks and 
other heavy equipment, who crossed over from Syria 
to join their sisters and brothers fighting in Jordan. 

The PFLP warned that any US intervention "could 
endanger the lives of the hostages" of the recent 
hijackings, and that "anyone having American national- 
ity [would] not be safe." Nixon doesn’t give a shit 
about American lives , but he does care about American 
property, so the Popular Front further warned, Any 
American interest will be a target for the revolution 
regardless of its nature. It willbe blown up and ^ 
swept away to crush the imperialist intervention. 

The Washington Post was quick to note, "The Pop- 
ular Front has members wherever there are large . 
Palestinian communities in the Arab world, partic- 
ularly in the Persian Gulf oil-producing states, 
and in Saudi Arabia. If the Front carried its threat 
out there, sizable American oil installations would 
be vulnerable." 

% * * 


The counterinsurgency units are coordinated 
by the Jordanian Special Bureau, first conceived 
of in November, 1968 as part of a CIA plan for 
suppression of the commandos. In April, 1969, 
a Jordanian lieutenant code-named Nasr was sett 
by Jamil to the United States for six months of 
counter insurgency training with the CIA. When 
Lt. Nasr returned to Jordan, he established the 
Special Bureau. The Bureau has unsuccessful!? 7 - 
plotted the assassinations of Yasir Arafat afld 
Dr. Qeorge Kabash, leader of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine. Advice, money, 
and arms flow into the Special Bureau from the 
United, States Embassy. 


The Palestinian Red Crescent Society, the relief 
arm of the liberation struggle, has broadcast this 
appeal: "The human dimensions of the civil war now 
raging in Jordan requireimmediate attention. To date, 
the toll in civilian casualties has mounted to 
8,000 dead, and 10,000 injured and 100,000 homeless, 
all of whom demand urgent attention, and aid, be it. 
in the form of medical supplies , canned food, clothing 
or financial aid. We call ur>on you to extend all pos- 
sible help in response to our urgent humanitarian 
appeal." 

If you wish to help, contact the Ammerican Mid- 
dle East Rehabilitation Inc, 777 U.N. Plaza, New 
10017, phone [212] 66 1 0178, or Mrs. 


York , N.Y 

Despite the dreadful attack that the Jordan-- Robert Thabit, American Aid for Arab Refugees, 
ian forces have unleashed on the Palestinian cit- Box 67, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209, phone [212] 839 0175 
izens of Amman (90^ of the casuiilties are civil- 
ians), the fedayeen are still in control of 
most of bhe cpaital. Latest reports indicate that 
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Hussein really controls only a 15-block long, 

3 block wide sector of the city. 

Liberation forces are also still in control 
of the northern Jordanian citirs of Irbid, Zarka 
Jarash, As -salt, Ramtha and Mafra. Irbid, Ramtha 
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NOTE: The above story was prepared by LNS in N.Y. We 
will be publishing material direct from the Middle 
East whenever they manage to get through j any papers 
that would like to communicate directly with LNS* 
correspondents with specific story requests should 
wr-i t.P : Rva.n-0 avalletto . Poste Restante , Amman , J o rdan . 
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IMPORTANT --LATE-BREAKING NEWS ON PALESTINIAN 
CRISIS -- EDITORS PLEASE NOTE 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- The Palestinian commandos 
and King Hussein agreed to a cease-fire Sept. 25. 
The following comminique was released from the 
Central Committee of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization in Amman shortly after the announce- 
ment of the cease-fire: 

"The Central Committee of the PLO would like 
to set the record straight. The cease-fire in 
Jordan is of a temporary nature and for a short 
duration, primarily for humanitarian purposes to 
evacuate the wounded, bury the dead and remove 
those who have been trapped under the rubble of 
their mud huts. The cease-fire is not for the 
purpose of entering into negotiations with the 
Ammajn fascist regime, but in response tp the 
humanitarian calls from Arab and non Arab sources 
to ameliorate the conditions of the civilian 
population. 

"Even after the cease fire was signed the 
military tanks of the Jordanian Army were heavily 
shelling a hospital in Al-Ashrafiyya [in Amman] 
killing the wounded, kidnapping the doctors and 
nurses, and subjecting them to inhuman tortures. 
We appeal to all humanitarian agencies and to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to in- 
vestigate the barbaric actions committed by the 
Jordanian Army against the sick and wounded." 

An AP report corroborated the Al-Ashrafiyya 
atrocities, saying that the Jordanian Army was 
in the hospital with hatchets and machine guns . 
^ _ +++++++++++++++ +30- ++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THE COMMON WOMAN: 

THREE POEMS BY JUDY GRAHN 

OFF OUR BACKS/ LIBERATION News Service 

Vera, from my childhood 

Solemnly swearing, to swear as an oath to you 
who have somehow gotten to be a pale old woman; 
swearing, as if an oath could be wrapped around 
your shoulders ' like a new coat : 

For your 28 dollars a week and the bastard boss 
you never let yourself hate; 
and the work, all the work you did at home 
where you never got paid; 

For your mouth that got thinner and thinner 
until it disappeared as if you had choked on it, 
watching the hard liquor break your fine husband 
down 

into a dead joke. 

For the strange mole, like a third eye 
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right in the middle of your forehead; : • 

for^your religion which insj,|ted that people 

are' beautiful golden birds ahd must be preserved; 

foT younr persistent nerve 

and pTalrr white talk— 

the ' common is as common 

as good bread 

as common as when you couldn't go on 
but did . 

For all the world we didn't know we held in common 

all along, , , 

the common woman is as common as the best of bread 

and will rise 

and will become strong--I swear it to you 
I swear it to you on my own head 
I swear it to you on my common 
woman's 

head * 

Ella, in a square apron, along Highway 80 

She's a copperhead waitress, 
tired and sharp- worded, she hides 
her brown tooth behind a wicked 
smile, and flicks her ass 
out of habit, to fend off the pass 
that passes for affection. 

She keeps her mind the way men 
keep a knife--keen to strip the game 
down to her size. She has a thin spine, 
swallows her eggs cold, and tells lies. 

She slaps a wet rag, at the truck drivers 
if they should complain. She understands 
the necessity for pain, turns away 
the smaller tips, out of pride, and 
keeps a flask under the counter. Once, 
she shot a lover who misused her child. 

Before she got out of jail, the courts had pounced 
and given the child away. Like some isolated lake, 
her flat blue eyes take care of their own stark 
bottoms. Her hands are nervous, curled, ready 
to scrape. 

The common woman is as common as a rattlesnake. 

* •: 

Carol, in the park, chewing on straws 

She has taken a woman lover 
whatever shall we do 
she has taken a woman lover 
how lucky it wasn't you 
And all the day through she smiles and lies 
and grits her teeth and pretends to be shy,, 
or weak, or busy. Then she goes home 
and pounds her own nails, makes her own 
bets, and fixes her own car, with her friend. 

She goes as far 

as women can go without protection 
from men. 

On weekends, she dreams of becoming a tree: 
a tree that dreams it is ground up 
and sent to the paper factory, where it 
lies helpless in sheets, until it dreams 
of becoming a paper airplane, and rises 
on its own current; where it turns into a 
bird, a great coasting bird that dreams of becoming 
more free, even, than that --a feather, finally, or 
a piece of air with lightning in it . 
she has taken a woman lover 
whatever can we say 
She walks around all day 
quietly, but underneath it 

she's electric; ./ angry energy inside a passive form. 
The common woman is as common 
as a thunderstorm. 



The building coming down next to this 
girl's window is to be replaced by 
a home for the aged. Originally people 
had moved into the building, but didn't 
stay one night, and the destruction 
workers got it the next day. 


"Are all these buildings coming down?" 
we asked a construction worker. 

"Yeah, if these people ever get out of 
here. Guess they don't like old people 





Photos to go with squatters story. 

CGIRL next to building coming down, construction worker) Both photos by Bob Brooks. 
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Saint John the Divine Cathedral 
towers over junk left by the 
demolition of sound housing. 

Saint John is behind the corporation 





photos for squatters story, 

(church and rubble, girl with sign) Church with rubble by Bob Brooks. Girl with 
sign by Women’s Graphics Collective.) 
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photos for squatters story) 

|w tenants in window „ Woman being busted.) Tops Women's Graphics 
Bottom: Nate Weber/ Chelsea-Cl inton News/LNS 
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Photos for squatters story 

(Three women, kids in alley) 

Both by Women's Graphics Collettive/LNS 
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Squatters hold people's mass outdoors 


Children from families who moved into 
unoccupied apartments scheduled for 
demolition, play on the roof of their 
house as destruction workers begin 
on the building next door. 











Photos for squatters story. (People's mass and kids on roof) Both by Bob Brooks/LNS 
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Pigs bust into an apartment to 
evict squatters. The apartment 
is scedule' 1 •for luxury renovation 



(Photos 
Left by 


P-G 


for squatter story) People moving in , pigs busting people. 

Bob Brooks/LNS Right by Women's Graphics. Col lective/LNS 
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TOP: for the Squatters story a Children playing in the day care center on Amsterdam Avenue 0 Credit: 

Women’s Graphics Collective/LNS. 

BOTTOM: Jordan- Baika Camp. Children coming for cholera shots at the office of Palestinian- Jordanian 

Women* a Project of the Democratic Popular Front. See story page 15. Cr: Jeffrey Blankfort/LNS. 
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Top: Jordan- Schneller Camp, near Amman - Women line up for the day’s water, which runs from 8AM to noon. 

Each family gets one can per day. Credit Jeffrey Blankfort/LNS. STory, plS. 

Bottom: Jordan - PLO's Girls' Militia Training. Credit Jeffrey Blankfort/LNS. 
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